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Introduction (For the introduction to this message | alludednformation found at this
website:www.reserveaplaceinheaven.codo not endorse this website or suggest that
believers utilize it. The website advertizes itgsfa Christmas gag gift option.)

Just as we saw in chapter 1, the false teacheedigige more false claims in chapter 2.

Comparative Chart of the Claims
In1John1and?
Chapter 1 Chapter 2
Verse 6 we say Verse 4—the one who says
Verse 8— we say Verse 6—the one who says
Verse 10— we say Verse 9—the one who says

Following John’s discussion of the basis of fellbygswith God 1:5-2:2 which he states is
grounded in the very nature of Godlaght (1:5), John gives instruction that sin hinders
fellowship (1:6-10) & concludes with the cure, Gegrovision for maintaining fellowship
with Him and fellow believers (2:1-2). Now, in Rirdohn 2:3-11 the Apostle John reveals
three actions that should characterize Christiang alreadyknow Him (1) obeying;(2)
walking & (3) loving. Actually there is a"if we include last week’s study of 1 John 2:1-2
and that would be renouncing sin! These four can bk considered signs of fellowship.
Looking ahead to the passages that we will evelgtealamine, John articulates a couple
more principles that underlie fellowship with Gasjecting worldliness (2:12-17) and
keeping the faith (2:18-29). Our previous studmesliJohn have shown that fellowship
results fromwalking in the light.The above is a good summary yet let me add thpsrsu
summary by Mr. Smalley: “The author is explainirggthe members of his church, in
answer to developing heretical tendencies, theraattitrue Christian belief and practice,
and the way in which these interact. To do thiditet chooses as his theme and for his
exhortation the necessity of ‘living in the lightl:5-7). The first (negative) condition
required for a genuinely Christlike existence, Wréer suggests, is the renunciation of sin
(1:8-2:2). The second (positive) condition he nomsceeds to discuss: it is obedience
especially to the law of love (2:3-11).” [Smallé§tephen S., 1, 2, 3 Johword Biblical
Commentary, p.42]. Therefore as we examine todagstion, believers should be
characterized by:

#1  OBEYING HIS COMMANDS 1 JOHN 2:3-5A

Verse 3 The Apostle John uses the wdddow twice in this verse, a key word in this
book, used 36 times in the NASV and 28 times in Ki3&. John is dealing with the
“knowists,” first century Gnostics who were claimgito have some mystical meditative
kind of knowledge. These Gnostics were basicalfyrgasomething like this; ‘if you only
knew what Iknowabout God....” These false teachers thought thgtuleze the only ones
who reallyknewGod having been enlightened with the tkimsis—knowledge, so they
said. But John goes for the jugular attacking km&l of super spirituality by focusing on




2
one’s knowedge of Christ. The phraseie know that we have come to know Hihe
Greek isytvwoxopev oTt eyvwkapev autov, ginoskomen hoti egnokamen auton, speaks
of an inner personal and living acquaintamaéh the Lord Jesus Christ. John uses this
verb know in much the same way as Paul uses it in his epjsflor it transcends
intellectualknowedge. If all it takes is comprehension, then umvels could meet this
criterion for knowng God. One scholar writes this abdatow “It points to an inner
progressiveknowedge or assurance that believers have enteredairsimte ofknowng
Him.” [Hiebert, D. Edmond, An Introduction to the NdwstamentMoody Press, p. 190].
Here John uses the vekbow a present tense in the Gregkwoxw, ginosko, to refer to
knowedge gained by experience or instruction thatgzimtimacy to relationships. There
Is a different Greek verb that John uses (15 tirekgnai), often in the perfect tense and is
translated “to know as a fact;” not by experiencegerception. John’s point is that our
personal experientiddnowedge of God will affect the way we live and theywae live
will reveal how well weknowGod.But some Bible teachers use this verse and this sectio
as a way of knowing whether we are really savediasidts that, although a Christian has
already come t&nowChrist, he/she needs confidence that hidthemtedge of Christ has
resulted in salvation. Therefore they conclude fadin is writing that we can know Christ
has saved us ive keep His commandmenkowever, as | have emphasized, here John
proposes a test to measure our experiekhalwedge of God; not a test of the saving
knowedge of God but of the experientialowedge of God. Students going through final
exams can relate to John’s exam. John’s test s dbedence is one way oknowng
you're a Christian—# we keep His commandmentske a chemist in his lab, John is
writing that the authenticity of our lives can besasured by our obedience to the
commandsof God. Christianity is abolteeping His commandmentdiustration C. T.
Studd, a famous missionary (and favorite missionairymine) who served on three
continents from 1885-1931, had a friend who waskinglby Dr. Studd’s home quite early
one morning. Noticing that the light was on at thretredible time of the morning, his
friend knocked on C. T. Studd’s door. When askea@twie was doing up so early, Dr.
Studd replied: “Jesus said, ‘If you love Me, keep commandments.” So I'm searching
the Bible to see if there are any I'm not keepinthat's a fantastic perception of truth. By
the way, Charles Thomas Studd’s father was savadglone of the revivals in England
where Drs. Moody and Sankey preached. His son,.Chélieved that missionary work
was so urgent that he emphasized a life of faitaviiy been raised in an extremely
wealthy family he gave his entire fortune away unithg gifts to Moody Bible Institute
and the Salvation Army prior to venturing oversé#es.encouraged Christians to take risks
in planning missionary ventures, trusting in Godptovide. Wow! I'm glad that Grace
Community Church is a mission minded church; praydur Missions Committee and
what God wants each of us to do for local and wodtteach and evangelization. John R.
W. Stott adds, “John does not deny the possibditknowing God since both the Old
Testament and the Gospel promise it (e.g. Je X3&1Jn. Xvii. 3). But he insists that no
religious experience is valid if it does not haverat consequences (cf. Tit. i.16). [Stott,
John R. W.,_The Epistles of Jghfiyndale Bible Commentaries, p. 90]. John’s use of
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another one of his conditional sentenagtésye keep His commandmemtsplies that this
may not be true of some who loudly claim know God. There is a huge difference
between John’s word fdteepand the word “do” as it relates tdis commandmentA
person may do certain commands of God and yetaeabedut it is not possible taeep
His commandmentsnd not be saved. The Greek wordKeep[Tnpwpev, teromen, from
the root verbtnpew] conveys the idea of a careful and watchful obecketo God’'s
requirements. Rather than emphasizing the negateae ‘if | don't obey His
commandmenisthis is a holy passion to obey because we lowa.Hrhis is vastly
different from doing something for fear of the cegsences. ‘The emphasislaepis on
guarding something as precious.’ [Henry Alford, TGeeek Testamentol.4, p. 434.]
Here’s one final comment on this verse concernimg Wword commandmentas the
Apostle John did not use the Greek word nofwogoc] which refers to the Mosaic Law,
but John uses the word entole [GreekvisoAog, cf. Matthew 22:36, 38, 40; John 11:57;
Romans 13:9; 1 Corinthians 7:19; Colossians 4:16,) evhich means “commands,”
“orders,” “precepts” and/or “decrees” of Jesusréetbeliever will submit to the authority
of Christ and demonstrate that Lordship by an adrgdife. [Thesecommandmentare His
and not our own man-made and/or self-chosen pesctio addition, | am reminded that
Paul writes in Ephesians 2:2 that unbelievers aeracterized by disobedienc®ns of
disobediencg There is no better example than that of theeatriwho exceeds the speed
limit; continually glancing in the rear-view mirr@¢o see if the police are on his/her tail;
obey the law if he/she must but not because hedsirés to. The Christiakeeps His
commandmentisecause of that inner personal and living acqaas#with the Lord Jesus
Christ. We just love Him! Again Smalley helps wadhsuccinct conclusion to this verse;
“In other words, to ‘know’ God is not a matter abroect thought-processes, but of a
genuine spiritualrelationship The knowledge of God, and fellowship with himgar
complementary aspects of Christian experience.’alfay, Stephen S., 1, 2, 3 JoiWiord
Biblical Commentary, p. 45].

Claim Condition
Verse 4—} have come to know Him Verse 5—whoever keeps His Word
Verse 6—he abides in Him Verse 6—walk in the same manner as He
walked
Verse 9—he is in the Light Verse 10—the one who loves his brothel

Verse 4 John quits the “iffy” stuff and replaces the htipetical with an example of
someone’s false claim. Here is a striking contbettveen a person’s claito know Him
and his conduct emphasized by the two Greek preésesé participles under one definite
article, marking this sharp contradiction betwedaint and conduct-the one who
says..does not keepHis conduct invalidates his claim and results@ad’s two-fold
assessment of such a persdn:he/shds a liar and(2) God’struth from the Word of God

IS not in himas it has no controlling influence in his/her lifés easy to claim to be a
Christian in word but it's much more difficult taabk that up with a passionate heart to
obey the Lord (read Luke 6:46; Titus 1:16; Jaméd & cf. 1 John 1:6-we li§). Here’s a
great succinct statement on this verse; “...who iskeeping God’s commands does not
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know God experientially no matter what he claimgbady.” [Wilkin, Robert N.,
“Knowing God By Our Works?”Grace Evangelical Society New3:10 October-
November 1988):3.]
Verse 5a John’s choice of the woradyhoevey refutes the Gnostic heresy that claimed a
super spirituality for only certain people and doesestrict the ability tdkeep His word
The Christian who obeys all of Godt®mmandmentand God’s Word, gives evidence
that we have a passiondtese for God How is ourlove of God perfectédThe word
perfected[Greek here isteTeAciwTan, teteleiotai from the root verbeAew] meaning
“complete” or “bring to an end;” the evidence tlaChristian begins to fulfill all that is
meant byloving Godby habitually obeying Him. The phratdee love of Gods interpreted
in two totally opposite ways by good Bible studeatsd scholars, both of which are
possible here(l) ourlove for God which would require that we understand this phias
a Greek objective genitive. Bible teachers supflostview by stating that John is writing
about obedience and the proof lolve is loyalty and devotion. Oulove for God is
perfectedin obedience (cf. 1 John 2:15 & 5:3). But some gmntators question whether
obedience really supplies the evidence tdvee for God that isperfected (2) God’s love
for us, requiring a Greek subjective genitive. Teeems to be John’s emphasis in his
gospel (read John 14:21). Kistemaker writes “...theajel in verses 4 and 5—[God’s]
truth is not in him’ (v.4) and ‘God’s love is...inthi v.5,” as well as the fact that in ‘the
epistle John explains the origin of love: ‘love @sfrom God’ (4:7).... God is the source
and giver of love.” [Kistemaker, Simon J., Expasitiof the Epistles of James and the
Epistles of Johnin the New Testament Commentafgaker, p.257]. The resultant
meaning would be that in the believer whose habitoi obey,God’s love has been
perfected having obtained its goal objectively in him. Fretudying John’s writings we
ascertain that he can be called the ‘apostlowd because of how often he uskese
There are no fewer than 46 referencefot@ in 1 John; the Greek verbnjonw, agapo]
appears 28 times and the noun form occurs 18 tiBasilarly to John’s designation, Paul
Is sometimes called the ‘apostle of faith’ and P&le apostle of hope.’) In the latter part
of verse 5, the Apostle John identifies"a&tion that should characterize Christians who
alreadyknow Himand are irfellowshipwith Him. Such believers are
#2  WALKING IN HIM 2:5b-6
Verse 5h The phrasén Himis similar to Paul's characteristic descriptiormd@hristianjn
Christ (cf. Romans 3:24; 6:11, 23; 8:1; 1 Corinthians, #:230 etc.), yet John’s phrase is
more restrictive, focusing on the obedient belisygust as Jesus’ words in the Upper
Room Discourse to describe those vaiiadein Christ (read John 15:1-10).
Verse 6 John writes thaabiding in Himis necessary in order for believersaalk...as He
walked John’s frequent use of this woabide (abide six times;abides18 times and
abidingone time) in First John emphasizes the belieasiding relationship in this book.
Abide[Greek isuevelv from the verbal formpevw, meno] means ‘staying in a given place,
state or intimate relationship.” John is describbedievers who have an active habitual
fellowship kind of a relationship with the Lord desChrist. One writer stategbiding in
Him is letting Christ's life flow in and through u$Vhenever we read that woathide our
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minds immediately go to Jesus’ words in John 1BHdide in Me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abideshe vine, so neither can you unless you
abide in Me As a result ofbiding in Him we will walk as He walkedndoughtis not the
same as “must” so John is telling us that we areallyobound to act according to our
relationship with Christ. For u® walk in the same manner as He walkierally “even
as that one walked) doesn’t mean that we will bacty like the Lord Jesus Christ but
John does write that waught Jesusvalkedin obedience (Luke 22:42; John 4:34; 8:29);
in submission (John 5:19, 30; 9:4); in humility (teew 11:29; Philippians 2:5-8); in love
(John 27:22-26 & Paul reminds uswalk in love Ephesians 5:2.) John deals a blow to the
false teachers, the Gnostics, who tried to divédhe® super-spiritual enlightenment from
their daily behavior. John Bunyan appliaslking as He walkedvith these words:
“Wherever | have seen the print of His shoe ingbgh, there | have coveted to put mine
also.” The four gospels give account as to the degsuswalked His pattern and His
example—weoughtto read the gospel accounts so that our behawidta Christ's which
Is explained in the next few verses.

Beginning in verse 7, the Apostle John identifie§ aaction that should characterize
Christians who alreadynow Himand are irfellowshipwith Him. Such believers are...

#3 LOVING OTHERS 2:7-11

Verse 7 John desires that we not only apply his tesh&roral aspects of our lives but
also to the social; those interpersonal relatignskith one another. Here is John’'s
command about brotherly love. John calls hedoved another one of his terms of
endearment, an affectionate address which he aftes six times in 1 John: 2:7; 3:2, 21;
4:1, 7 &11. Thebelovedwere the objects of Godlsve as well as John’'s. When John
states] am writing a new commandmeiite doesn’t stop to give the content of théw
commandmentRecall that in verses 3-6 John wrote abmunhmandments) general but
now he narrows his focus down to one singgenmandmenino doubt theeommandment
to love spelled out in verses 9-11. John’'s statement albetnew and the old
commandmergounds paradoxical, doesn’t it? Interestingly, wloed newis not the Greek
word [veog] neos, meaning “new in time,” or “new in kind.” Whight use this Greek
word today to describe the latest model car. ImstizEhn uses the Greek wondh{vog]
kainos meaning “new in quality,” fresh” or as wegimi use it, a really different model car,
still a car but revolutionary like the Prius. S@ tApostle John is saying; ‘I'm nafiving
you something you've neveheard of before but just telling you about theld
commandmenthat you'vehad from the beginningvith a different emphasis. When we
read this, we might be inclined to think that thpoatle John is referring to the Old
Testament teaching on love for neighbors and strafgjiens (Leviticus 19:18, 34 &
Deuteronomy 10:19) but that's not the interpretatibat most Bible scholars take,
although it is a possible interpretation. John a¢ giving them anew responsibility or
formulating some further obligation but somethingw in emphasis. As Dr. Hiebert
writes; “The beginning here cannot refer back ® lileginning of the human race, nor yet
to the command’s proclamation in the Old Testameaw (Lev. 19:18), but correctly
relates to the church in its earliest stage. Mastinal is the view that John was thinking of
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the initiation of his readers into the experientéowe when they first heard and accepted
the gospel preached to them.” And Hiebert againments about theld commandment
(literally, “the commandment, the old one”: “|tidentified with “the word”Aoyog, logos,
the apostolic message as first proclaimed to tiveimch embodied this commandment of
love. “You have heard” in the aorist rather thae gerfect, points back to the time when
they first heard the message.” [Hiebert, D. EdmoAd, Introduction to the New
TestamentMoody Press, p. 190]. So, theginningis when they first heard the gospel as
spelled out by Jesus as recorded in John 13:34€38 @lso 1 John 3:14). That's thew
commandmentiove one anothemwhich is not something tacked onto our Christian
experience as an afterthought by God. In flste one anothers repeated more than a
dozen times in the New Testament (e.g. Romans 13I8essalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 3:11, 1
John 3:11 etc.) plus all the referencedtothelly love as we will see in our text today.
Now, taking John’s argument one step further letrhegorically ask, ‘how is it possible
for onecommandmerntb stand head and shoulders about all the othiebgheve that Paul
explains that in Romans 13:8-10 where he writesltwe is the fulfillment of God’s law.
This commandmenb love one another (read 1 John 3:11; 23; 4:7, 11, 120&n&nhs 13:8
etc.), is a fulfillment of God’'s law. When weve others, we won't lie about them, steal
from them, kill them, ohatethem (v.9). As one writer commentspve for God andove
for others motivates a person to obey God’'s commmemdis without even thinking about
them!” Therefore, is thifkommandment newr old? It is both. Could we liken it to the
wedding custom; it i®ld, new borrowed and true? In fact, someone has writt@nit is
asold as the sun and agwas the sunshine.

Verse 8 Here John provides another sense in which dldscommandments new The
idea oflove in general wasn'new but the Lord Jesus Christ invested it with a deepe
meaning by His life and teachings. The phragech is true in Him and in yQuwerifies
this newness. The Greek neuter pronowhich cannot relate directly toommandment
which is a feminine noun, but instead points to rieaness which John is emphasizing.
This newness exists as a reality Him and in you The Greek present tenstgrkness is
passing awayemphasizes the action in progress which is Gaousklf, asthe Light
iImpacting thedarkness By His coming, Jesus Christ began to digpel darknes®f sin
and continues to do that today, even in our oweslii hedarknesdsn’t totally gone but is

in the process of goingway. Dr. Hiebert writes, “The verb ‘is passing awayaynbe
either middle or passive in form. If passive, theamng is, ‘is caused to pass away.’ It is
generally taken as the middle voice, thus stregiagpart that the light plays in the action
of the darkness passing away. The darkness is l@xipelled_by the power of the light
(emphasis mine.) [Hiebert, D. Edmond, An Introdoigtio the New Testamenioody
Press, p.190] John’s explanation is actually whatisimas is all about! John writes that
the true Lighthas come ang already shinningvhich is a reference to the birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ; the incarnation, God in thehfleas been born (read Hebrews 1:1-3 &
Luke 1:78—Dayspringmeans “sunrise”). Again, we should note thes Lightas opposed
to the falsdight of the Gnostics. This wasreew commandmerm that it belongs to the
newage that Jesus inaugurated in Himself (John 1dedus ishe true Light true not in
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the sense dirue opposed to the false but in the sense of thetigal! Check John’s use
of true in 1 John 2:27; 5:20 & John 1:9; 3:33; 4:23, 3731532 etc.—one of John’s
favorite words. Now there’s a sense in which teigpplicable to us as well for what is
true in Christ ought to bdrue in each one of us (1 John 4:17). As recipientdHs
salvation, we are to also dismkrknessy walking in the LightConsider also Jesus’ love
for even sinners (Luke 15:1ff); the upper cruskliMicodemus ((John 3:1-21) and the
multitudes (Mark 8).

Our passage continues this illustratioigit anddarknessn verses 9-11 begun in 1 John
1: 5-7, in order to show that as walk in the Lightwe not only have fellowship with God
but our fellowship is rich with othertove andlight go together; think of it as a couplet,
like night & day, bacon & eggs, mom & pop, cookéesilk! Loveandlight go together!
Verse 9 The word order in the Greek text stresses thgrdla contradiction between
one’s claim and one’s condudthe one who says he is in the ligBreek ispwT1, photi,
declares thathe lightis the very sphere or center of his/her life. Jptates the wordkis
brother next to this claim thahe is in the Lightspeaks of fellow believers with whom
there should be a close relationship. Note thatatexk uses a present tense participle for
hates which is best translatad hating denoting a sinful characteristic of life, ratllean

a rare form of anger or ill will toward someone n#oBible teachers believe that John's
reference to the on®atingto be a reference to an unbeliever. Unbeliehats Christians
but so can Christians. Last Sunday’s (12/09/0'gi¢cravents when Matthew Murray killed
two staff members at “Youth With A Mission” headgiess where at one time he desired
to be trained and then went to New Life Church ianf2er where he once attended
services, killing one person and wounding four cth#lustrates this. This young man was
raised in a loving Christian home, was home-sclih@gen planned to go on a missionary
trip to Bosnia next year but for some reason havdgoe as he saichate Christians. On his
website he said ‘this is for all those young peogldl caught in the nightmare of
Christianity...this evil sick religion.Hating his brotheris a concrete example of John’s
message oflove but not applied; it is another claim to intimasgtidwship with God while
one’s actions prove it to be a lie. It is impossit® be in fellowship with God and out of
fellowship with another believer at the same timight andlove are couplets! They go
together—always. What happens to a believer dtesother Christians? Tragically John
writes that anateris living in darknesseven though that Christian thinks he’she Light.
An application that the Apostle John suggests @mlihe form of a personal questias;
the darkness passirayvay in our hearts, attitudes and actions?

Verse 10 In thislove letter of John's, he’s challenging us to ascerteivether or not we
are ChristiansEirst John writes that the doctrinal test ascertain whether a person is a
believer or not is this: are we confessing the Liwdus Christ and confessing Siecond
John writes that the moral test ascertain whether a person is living as a @Ganss
whether he/shéovesothers.The one who loves his brotherabiding in the Lightand
won't have hatred in his heart that will because for stumblingread Proverbs 4:19).
When the Lord Jesus Christ is our whole motivafmnliving and breathing, then there
will be no hatred nothing that causes us stumble.As | understand how John uses the
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noun here, it is translatethuse for stumblin§the Greek isskavdarouv and in classical
Greek is used to denote the trigger stick thatasse a deadly trap; therefore a dangerous
entrapment]; John’s using it to refer to some koh@ serious offensdlatred of any kind
Is sin butloving is God’s way for usLovingthebrothers and sisters! What a privilege! We
don’t do enough; life is too busy, hectic and cta&ie quickly forget about demonstrating
love to our fellow believers. The way to splVeis t-i-m-e! Christmas is right around the
corner. Could it be that our best gift doesn't néede wrapped in colorful paper and
given to someone? How about the gift of time; agifeeness; or a cup of kindness; or a
phone call of grace to someone who would neveraxpe.with no strings attached. One
more comment: Mr. Hiebert writesthe Light unlike the darknesshas no adverse or
destructive impact on the one living in it...it isrgpeally accepted that the pronoun [Greek
auTw, in him| is personal, since in these verses John's thosigieintered on the individual
rather than on the light, “and cause of stumblinghim is there none!" [Hiebert, D.
Edmond, An Introduction to the New Testameévibody Press, p. 190].

Verse 11 John closes this section with one more illustratHates his brotheandwalks

in darknessis in the present tense indicating tlurknessremains that persons usual
manner of living. The next phras#ges not know where he is gaojng a fascinating way
of expressing the characteristic of too many belisvwho have no idea concerning
direction in life. Anyone whdiatesanother believer, in any way, is living analking
without light and without sight—they’rblinded The Greek verlhas blindedis a Greek
effective aorist, stating the result without calliattention to the time duration involved.
The moral of this illustration is, ‘don’t persist ihe sin ohating because thélinding is a
result ofdarknessas a result ohatredin the heart. That person is like the famous iish
the Echo River of Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. Not odd/they swim in thelarknessout
they don’t even have eye socketsbind believer will never find his/her way; will never
grow in grace. When we angalking in the lightand showingove, spiritual growth is
possible.

Note: It is my prayer that these printed notes will @nage serious Bible students to do
further study on this passage. If you find any gjperrors or have any questions, please
contact me. Thank you. Pastor John A. Eastman




