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Introduction When we read today'’s three verses, immediatayréipetitive nature of this
passage stands out as the Apostle John repegiditdiees] am writing to youor | have
written to you—six times! The first three phraseésgm writingare in the present tense and
the last threel have written are in the past, a Greek aorist past tense. fidreresome
Bible teachers have suggested that the latter tiefeeto a previous letter John wrote and
that the first three refer to this epistle. Dr. ddR. W. Stott adds this: “Law makes the
ingenious suggestion that ‘the author was inteadipdt the end of verse 13 and that, when
he resumed, he repeated what he had just writtemging the tense of the verbs from the
present to the aorist! But this is pure conjectlitee aorist of the second trio is probably
an epistolary aorist referring to the present Hgisin which case there is really no
difference in meaning between the two tenses. kseé ‘writes’ and then confirms what he
‘has written’. [Stott, John R. W., The Epistles &shn Tyndale Bible Commentaries,
Eerdmans, pp. 95-96.] John also designates thmeggrof peoplechildren, fathersand
young men which he addresses twice. The commentaries goketee with various
explanations as to the meaning of these three msips and few are in agreement. Here
are some explanations about these three desigaatan | found:(1) Children, fathers
andyoung merrefer to those who physically fall into this categ But the question then
arises, why aren’t the mothers and the young woatem mentioned, his female readers?
(2) The three designations refer to those recipieht¥obn’s letter who were in various
stages of their spiritual developmechjldren, fathersandyoung menAugustine held this
view. These Bible scholars make the comparison ad’§&family to every human family
which has members of different maturity. Tbleildren would then refer to fairly new
believers;fathers would refer to the more mature believers goeding menwould be a
reference to all those in between! But if thishe tase, then why did the Apostle John cite
them in this quirky order3) Some Bible teachers believe that the telmhdren refers to

all Christians and then John further subdiviti#gte children into two units offathersand
young menThis view was held by many of the Greek chur¢hdes as well as Calvin and
Luther. Thefathersand theyoung merwould then correspond to Pauiigants in Christ

(1 Corinthians 3:1) ananature/complete in ChristColossians 1:28)(4) Still others
believe that these three designations refer to lomg someone has been a Christian.
Similarly, some then conclude that ta¢herswould be the leaders of churchesfatbers
connotes somewhat seasoned experience with (Gdpdthers believe that the Apostle
John uses these three stages of life to describbtigs typical of each age group that
ought to characterize aflelievers so that all the designations refer to John’s eemdt
various points in their lives. The three are repnégtive of all Christians. All Christians
ought to bechildrenin a certain sense; all Christians ought tddikersin a certain sense
and all Christians ought to ly@ung menn a certain sense. Dr. Plummer adds that “there
Is something to be said for the view that all Shnle readers are addressed in all three
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cases, the Christian life of all having analogiaghwouth, manhood, and age; with the
innocence of childhood, the strength of prime, d@he experience of full maturity.”
Plummer, Alfred,_The Epistles of S. Joh@ambridge University Press, p.98.] Another
guestion that might be difficult to answer conchady is whether the Apostle John meant
that he was writing because the stated conditios tuae of each one of these three
designations or so that becausethe condition might become true of them. The Greek
particle ptt, hoti] can be understood in both ways. Intere$finigt me state that mere
physical age distinctions was not John’s inter@vislent from John’s use dftle children
[Texvia] elsewhere in his writings to include all his rees] all Christians (2:1, 28; 3:18 &
5:21). Whenever John uses this phrdigige children, he uses it as a term of endearment.
Let me make this observation as the Apostle Jolsnblen teaching us about the Lord
Jesus Christ and how we are to live as Christidolsn now abruptly stops, pauses, and
digresses for these three verses in order to gweeaders encouragemei motivate
believe to cultivate intimate fellowship with Godhe Apostle John is giving us
encouragemendabout our standing in Christ so that we keep cegpkey on in the faith.
Just as any good pastor, the Apostle John doesmit aelievers to be discouraged and so
here he is_encouragingrothers and sisters. Therefore, consider thesee tiierses as
stating_six_encouragemenabout ourselves so that we keep on keeping oruinnvalk
with Christ. All six of these are true of all Chias of all times and not just true of some
Christians at some stage in our Christian expegienc
#1  SINS: OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN, 2:12
Verse 12 Again, | remind us that John uses the diminutitle, little children, to convey
the author’'s expression of endearment, love and &ar his readers. This titldittle
children,[Greek istexvia] like the cognate Greek verbikTw, “to be born”], emphasizes
the closeness of one’s birth relationship, hereido on the family of God. This Greek
word also suggests that there are times when leefiesspecially are dependent on God
and spiritual teachers. So, John is reminding wshaf we are in Christ and the confidence
that this relationship with Christ brings. As sthie the opening remarks, physical age
distinctions are not meant by John since this Greeid for childrenis used elsewhere to
include all John’s readers, 1 John 2:2, 28; 3:181% One of the most fantastic truths as
well as foundational doctrinal truth of Christignis that we can know that ogins are
forgiven One of the most critical needs of a child istms/security; to know that they are
safe with mom and dad or grandparents. The Apdstia is affirming that as Christittle
children, the ground of our security is that ains have been forgivesomething true of
every Christian! John’s use of the Greek perfeosdéedenotes the past experience of
having oursins forgivenleading to the present state of knowing with &lisoconfidence
that we standforgiven in Christ. That our sins have been and remiairgiven is
confidently encouraging! By Christ's substitutiondeath for our sins, that He died in our
place resulted in our sins being forgiven. Worlligiens try to answer this question; what
do | have to do to have nsins forgivef? Check out Job’s question in Job 9:2. People
search to find out ‘what do | have to do so thaewh stand before God, so | won'’t be
turned away.” Christian, praise God! Shout halkupecause your sins have been
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forgiven you It's a done deal! When a person comes to faittheaLord Jesus Christ, He
forgives our sin. Consider a few exciting verseat thffirm this wonderful foundational
truth; our sins have been forgivgi’salm 103:12; Matthew 1:21; 20:28; 2 Corinthians
5:21; Ephesians 1:7-8; 4:32; Colossians 1:13-14yreles 9:22; 1 Peter 3:18 etc.) We
often sing the praise chorus; “I'm forgiven, be@miy®u were forsaken. I’'m accepted; You
were condemned. I'm alive and well, Your Spiritds/within me; because You died and
rose, again. Amazing love! How can it be? That YiouKing would die for me! Amazing
love! | know it's true; it's my joy to honor You; in Bl do; | honor You. The Apostle John
then proceeds to answer “why” Gdéaorgivesour sinsand asserts that it's all for God’s
glory and honor—fer His name’s sake, ghrase, often used in both Old and New
Testaments (Psalm 23:3; 25:11; 31:3; 79:9; 10912femiah 14:7, 21; Ezekiel 20:44; and
in the New Testament almost always in the contéxteosecution, Matthew 19:29; Luke
21:17; John 15:21; & Acts 9:16). Godwmmeis at stake when H®rgivesour sins its
God’s character and work at stake. A name represamheone; here specifically the very
name of God. Gotbrgivesus, not because of any merit on our part, butysole the work
of Jesus Christ who took our penalty at the cross died in our place for owin. The
reason that we are saved is because God is graamouserciful—we don't really deserve
salvation, let alone théorgiveness of sinsGod forgives us to display His merciful
character; read this fantastic passage Micah 7918Fhen Isaiah 43:25 asserts that God
forgives sin for His own sake. Consider reading ¢égmmns 1:4-6 where Paul declares that
God chose us+e the praise of His glorynot ours. But, the opponents in John’s day were
saying that they had no sin—read 1 John 1:8 & 1@\V&/all heard people today say
something like this; ‘well, I'm really not a badrmgen. Sure, | make errors in judgment and
mistakes, but I'm not sinful.” As in the Apostlehios day, likewise in ours; there are
those who deny acts of sin. But, we are all sinnghsch is what Paul declares in Romans
3:23? But when we sin, and we will, remember Gaglacious mercy toward us, that
when we confess our sin, Gasl faithful and righteous to forgive us our sinsdato
cleanse us from all unrighteousness John 1:9. As a result of all of God’s grace and
mercy, we should respond biorifying God inour bodies—1 Corinthians 6:20.

The 2 foundational truth that should encourage belielikesus:

#2  SAVIOR: WE KNOW JESUS CHRIST, 2:14a

Verse 13 John addresses the spiritually mature believgrshb title, fathers [Greek is
maTepeg, pateres]. A relationship with Christ over a pdriof years usually brings
maturity and stability to one’s Christian experiendMaturity is marked by one’s
knowedge of Jesus Christ. In addition read Philippi@r$-10. Maturity is a process.
Another characteristic of those who daghersis that Scripture speaks fa#thersleading
others to Christ. In 1 Corinthians 4:15 Paul cdlimself afather to the Corinthian
believers because he had led them to Christ. PeithapApostle John perceives that those
who lead others to Christ can be titled a matiatber because of this experience of
leading others to Christ. The phrag@m the beginningis always used by the Apostle
John in reference to Jesus Christ; cf. 1 John 1Ibln 1:1. Taken alone, this designation
might denote God the Father as the immutable ‘I' &, Plummer clarifies with this
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comment: John “never speaks of the First PersaiheiGodhead under any designation
but ‘God’ or ‘the Father.” [Plummer, Alfred, The piStles of S. JohnCambridge
University Press, p. pp]. With this phrasem the beginnindgv.13a), John is making a
Christological statement, affirming the eternatitfyChrist. Anyone who denies the deity
and eternality of Christ cannot be a believer. @betrines of the Mormons, the Jehovah'’s
Witnesses, Islam and other false teachings—all dbeydeity and eternality of Jesus
Christ. John writes that we c&mow Him who was from the beginnindPaul affirms in
Colossians 1:16-17, that Jesus Christ is the Qredto made all things. We are to be
encouraged that because Jesus Christ has beerddroumthe beginning because He
created this earth, and because H&akling it together. Don't lose sleep over global
warming! Jesus Christ has it under His control! Devorry about running out of water,
food, chocolate oil, or energy, He’s got those gsimnder His control too. John’s use of
the verbknowin the Greek perfect tense suggests alpasitedge of Jesus Christ that has
remained and become stronger and deeper. The kst Lhrist ought to be the central
person in believer’s lives. Be encouraged thatughoHe is the God of the universe, we
can talk to Him in prayer and trust Him for all retidy.

A 3" reason John writes to encourage us:

#3  SATAN: WE HAVE BEEN VICTORIOUS OVER SATAN, 2:13c

Verse 13(continued) The Christian life is not only enjoying the beitebf Christ's death
such as théorgiveness of sinand not only &nowedge of Him that affects how we live
and breath; but the Christian life is also a batjainst Satan. John’s designation of these
saints is that they were experiencing victomer the evil one Four other times in this
same little epistle, John speakstbé evil one-1 John 2:14; 3:12; 5:18 & 5:19. Satan,
who fell from heaven; who tempted Adam; who triedeémpt Jesus and is the same one
whom we identify in what's generally called the dtw Prayer;and deliver us from the
evil one—Satan! The Bible states this about Satan’s chargdf) He is a murderer, John
8:44; (2) He is a liar, John 8:443) He is a confirmed sinner, John 3(8) He is an
accuser, Revelation 12:1(%) He is an adversarythe evil oneis viciously seeking to
devour us, 1 Peter 5:8e of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adverséng devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devoBut, be encouraged! Satan is a
defeated foe (read John 12:31; 14:30 & 16:11) aid bn the run (read 1 Peter 5:9 &
James 4:7). The Apostle John’s use of the Gredkgdensehave overcome the evil gne
doesn’t mean that our battle is done! But, havingoentered Satan, we stand assured of
victory through what the Lord Jesus Christ has doneis. Satan wreck havoc with us by
sin as we all struggle with sin. But, John writkeative have overcome the evil orse be
encouraged! But we say; ‘how can we overcome Sdtatdesn't feel like we are winning
this battle sometimes.” How? The answer lies indéath of Christ for by His death, Satan
no longer has power over us; Satan’s judgmenteattbss is stated in John 12:31 with his
final casting into the Lake of Fire stated in Resein 20:10. In Romans 6:6-7, Paul writes
that we are set free—we didn’t do it but Christ dlifbr us. As believers, we also have the
intercessory work of Christ, John 17:15. Christiamsst always be on guard, 1 Peter 5:8
and use our armor, Ephesians 6:10-18. The abdiovercome the evil ongoes not come
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from our own strength but from God who makes pilowisfor us, as He gives us the
enablement and the victory; read 1 Corinthians 3A@1Galatians 3:13-25. The renown
Greek scholar, F. F. Bruce notes that ‘of the 28uaences of the verbikan (“to
conquer”) in the New Testament, 24 are in Johnisngs, and the nounike (“victory”)
appears only in 5:4 in the New Testament. Thuwittery motif is peculiarly Johannine.”
[Bruce, F. F., The Epistles of Jghfleming, p. 59].

Here’s a 4 reason John writes to encourage us:

#4  SECURITY: WE KNOW GOD THE FATHER, 2:13c

Verse 13(continued) This sentence actually begins another triad aednatice some
changes.(1) Up until this phrase, John has employed the ptetarse,| am writing
[ypodw, grapho] but now he uses the aorist teriskave written[eypaa, egraphal.
John’s reason for this change isn't clear yet s@ibe teachers have offered suggestions:
(a) John, as an old man, realized that he mightldsl when his readers receive this
epistle, so he changed to the aorist to urge tloemadeive it as his final testimony to them;
(b) The present tense refers to 1 John and thetdorthe Gospel of John; (c) John was
interrupted after he wrote the first part and wienresumed he used the aorist. | like
Burdick’s analysis; “The reason for repeating thplét was to place particular emphasis
on the author's confidence in_the genuineness eof reader's salvation experience
(emphasis mine). And in order to avoid the monotohynere repetition, John used the
epistolary aorist in the second triplet insteadh&f present tense.” [Burdick, Donald W.,
The Epistles of Johnp. 175].(2) The Apostle John uses a different Greek word for
children [maid1a, paidia] than he used in verse T2¢via]. maidia, is used elsewhere in
the Bible only in 1 John 2:18 and John 21:5. THeedince in meaning is in its emphasis
as it means “taught ones.” Our English word pedggeadiich involves instruction, has
that same Greek word as its root. Barker writelsa“tifference in emphasis is intended,
the use ofrexvia emphasizes more the relationship, the dependenesakness of the
infant, while maud1a stresses the immaturity (subordination) of thddghhe need to be
under instruction or direction.” [Barker, Glenn W.he Expositor’s Bible Commentary,
New Testamentp. 320]. John then adds with much assurancentbtabnly do weknow
Him who has been from the beginnidgsus, but now here at the end of verse 13, John
declares that wknow the Fathe(read Jesus’ words in John 14:7 & later on is 8ame
epistle 1 John 2:23-24.) We're not standing outsaking in but we are a part of the
family of God—He’s our Father. The religious leaxlef Jesus’ day had a real problem
with Jesus when He called God His Father (John-32)42when He didn’t condemn the
woman caught in adultery but sajd and sin no morgJohn 8:1-11); when He claimed to
be light of the worldindicating that He was God (John 9:12-19) etc. Pharisees, the
religious leaders were baffled by His claims andamn 8:19 their question is recorded,
“where is Your Father?To which Jesus replielyou know neither Me nor My Father; if
you knew Me, you would know My Father alBead also Galatians 4:6-7. Unlike human
fathers, our heavenly Father won't trick us, leage deceive us, let us down, and won'’t
promise something and not come through. God thieeFalways delivers. Be encouraged
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by this kind of a personal, intimate, genuine retaghip with the God of the universe who
loves us so much that He has madam$eirto the throne.
Here’s a & reason John writes to encourage us:
#5 STRENGTH: WE KNOW THE WORD OF GOD, 2:14
Verse 14 John's assurance concerning their makim@nedge is repeated here. Again,
John desires that Christians be encouraged argltbitee reasons for that possibili{y)
you are alreadgtrong;the Greek literally readstrong you ardioxuvpot o7e], denoting
the vitality of youth. The adjective places stressthe actual power that believers posses
rather than on the mere principle of power or gitenElsewhere the Bible states that we
are simplyjars of clay(2 Corinthians 4:7), that is, merely weak vessedsjly broken. But
our weakness shows God’s power for it is only Hewiakes ustrong (2 Corinthians
12:10).(2) This second one is introduced by the Greek coiveextu as John now states
the sourceof the believer’'s strength, namethe Word of Godvhich abides in youthe
written Word. Such strength is not innate, but cerfrem abiding in the Word of God
that is, we are comfortable with God’s Word, at leomith it, know it in the head and
heart so much so that it finds expression in howivee(read Psalm 119:9-11). We come
to the Word of God and say, ‘God, teach me! Whatydo want to tell me about this
passage?’ This process of spiritual growth throtnghWord is called sanctification (read
Acts 20:32 & cf. 1 Timothy 3:16—the AWANA verseg3) For the 2° time John writes
thatyou have overcome the evil oaed prefaces it by another use of the Greek caiveec
kat, indicating the place that the Word of God haswercomingSatan. The familiar and
fantastic passage on the armor of God is Ephestah8-17; God's provision for
withstanding Satan’s assaults and attacks. In 6P&Ul identifies the weapon at our
disposal forovercoming the evil onas thewWord of God Satan cannot resist the Word of
God as proven in the temptation of Jesus in Mati#hdwl 1.
Conclusion Do you feel spiritually weak or succumb to sinrmdghan you'd like? Be
encouraged in what God provides for us, His Wonl treat we can win. Numerous
passages relate to the process of spiritual matabbut which John writes: (M/alk in
newness of life-Romans 6:4; (2Be transformed by the renewing of your midomans
12:2; (3) Cleanse ourselves...perfecting holinegs Corinthians 7:1; (4)Grow up—
Ephesians 4:7; (5press on toward the gealPhilippians 3:14; (6Walk in Him...rooted
and now being built up and established in yourhfajust as you were instructed
Colossians 2:6-7; (Blee...and pursue righteousnes$ Timothy 6:11; & (8)Grow in the
grace and the knowledge2 Peter 3:18.
Note: It is my prayer that these printed notes will @nmage serious Bible students to do
further study on this passage. If you find any gjperors or have any questions, please
contact me. Thank you. Pastor John A. Eastman




