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Introduction John just concluded a section where he made P slmanparison between
God andthe worldand showed that believers are confronted with n@darygerous foes
(2:15-17). Now the Apostle John alerts his reatieispiritual counterfeiters as opposed to
true Christians and implies that spiritual courdgefrs, including the spirit odintichrist
and Satan himself are more treacherous thawdniel itself. While the book of First John
concentrates mainly on how to spot Christians, bigion focuses on how to spot phonies
(John actually returns to such a comparison alsé:1r6; 13-15 & 5:1-21). Up to now
John has not been as direct in dealing with theef&achers but now he turns to a full
frontal attack and calls themantichrists. Just as those who posses the Spirit of Christ
(Romans 8:9 & 1 Peter 1:9) are called Christiamssé who espouse the spiritasftichrist
are anti-Christians. John exposes the enemies efgtispel for who they are and
encourages believers to understand the dangerbdhiaters face. To some degree, the
Apostle John has been leading up to this major wgras he has warned his readers about
(1) the conflict betweenight and darkness(1:1-2:6); (2) the conflict betweerove and
hatred (2:7-17); & now (3) the conflict betweertruth and lies; true Christians and
counterfeit Christians.

#1 PHONIES ARE HERE, AMONG US! 2:18-19

Verse 18 The Apostle John begins this section by addrgdsis readers with this term of
endearment;hildren and ends this section by using this same desan&i28). He sees
the spiritual crisis facing believers and gives gmophetic warning about thest days and
antichrist Perhaps even more ominous than John’s warnintgarprevious three verses
about the influence of Satan’s wickearld (2:15-17), is John’s announcement that ihis
the last houya phrase he repeats twice in this verse! The Neing Bible paraphrases it
with these wordsthis world’s last hour has com®oes John mean the end of the world?
When Jesus Christ came to earth the first timeew age began. Most Bible teachers
believe that the phrasthe last houy[GreekeoxaTe, eschate] is a technical term to denote
the period of time immediately preceding the retirthe Lord Jesus Christ; a time before
Christ breaks into human history again. But, hagrbeenthe last hourfor 20 centuries?
The beloved Bible teacher, Dr. J. Vernon McGeeesritThis is the age when God is
calling out a people for His name. You can sayngttane during this period, “now is the
acceptable timeTodayif you will hear His voice.” Why the urgency abosdlvation?
Because, my friend, you might not be here tomorrgMcGee, J. Vernon, Thru The
Bible, Vol. 5, 1 Corinthians-Revelatiop. 776]. God’s loving patience will continue unti
He has brought all of the redeemed, all of thetal®#o the body of Christ, His church
(Romans 2:4; 1 Timothy 1:16; 2 Peter 3:9 & 15). Wfe anxiously awaiting Christ’s
return. Since John writes that we are living in final period of time before Jesus returns
(although John doesn’t commit himself to any tirbén then the next event on God'’s
prophetic calendar is the rapture; the taking upaeaven of believers. Following this
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translation of all believers from earth to heauten the 7 year period of Tribulation will
begin when much of what is written in Revelatiorl we fulfilled. | personally believe
that we are living irthe last houy the last days. Since the Apostle John lived & 1h
Century and referred to his day the last houy is there an explanation as to why Jesus
hasn’t returned yet? God is infinite and not lirdite time as we are. While God works in
human time, He is above time (read 2 Peter 3:8)\Whersbe answers this wayrle last
hour began back in John’s day and has been growingtémsity ever since. There were
ungodly false teachers in John's day, and durirg itliervening centuries they have
increased both in number and influentée last houror the lasttimes are phrases that
describe a kind of time, not a duration of timaNigrsbe, Warren W., Be Real; A New
Testament Study, 1 Johavid C. Cook, p.85]. John is writing that Chasts have
always been living ithe last dayscrisis times, so Christian, be ready! There’'siagency
detected in his words. The Apostle John then aalu$ just as you heard that antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have appeaféd Greek aorist [Greekovoate
,ekousate] looks at the many times when John’sersateard the teachings of the
apostlesthat antichrist is comingln addition, the present tenge cominglooks to the
future while the singulaantichrist points directly to an individual yet to come. The
Apostle John is the only author in the Bible to tlss wordantichrist (read also 1 John
2:22; 4:3; & 2 John 7), although the concept imfibelsewhere (cf. Daniel 9:24-27; 11:1-
45, especially 36-45; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 & €Elsrwords in Matthew 24:24 & Mark
13:22 & Revelation 13 & 17). Paul's term for tAatichrist is man of lawlessnes@
Thessalonians 2:3). John’s readers would have le@irdiar with the Old Testament
prophecies about the coming of @mtichrist a world ruler who will exalt himself
“against” Jesus Christ as well as claim to be ghébstitute” for Christ. Believers in John’s
day might have been acquainted with the prophedi®aniel and might have even known
apostolic teaching concerning the coming of thislevauler who will exalt himself against
Christ, such as Paul’'s teaching in 2 Thessalon?aBsl?2 where he identifies him #se
man of lawlessnesthat is, theAntichrist The wordantichrist[avTxptoTog, anti-christos]

Is a compound word of the titl€hrist and the prepositioanti which has two possible
meanings: (1) “against,” such as, | am agathstgovernment raising my taxes! And (2)
“‘instead of,” such as a substitute. Although bo#mamings are possible here, the emphasis
of Scripture is on the diabolical nature of thigpopent of Christ, the adversary, the one
hostile to Christ. Alfred Plummer writes that “tAatichrist is a usurper, who under false
pretenses assumes a position which does not b&omign, and who opposes the rightful
owner. The idea of opposition is the predominate.’ofPlummer, Alfred, The Epistles of
S. John Cambridge University Press, p.107]. John adds dli@an now many antichrists
have appearedThis is not that world ruler who will exalt himEever Christ, but little
antichrists false teachers in John’s day, and ours, whoshitegs deny the deity of Christ
(read ahead at v. 22). John’s usemainyimplies a strong group. Bible teachers point out
that the wordantichristis used to describe three thing$) a spirit that's present in the
world that opposes and/or denies Jesus Cl{gisgll false teachers who embody this spirit
and(3) the person who will be the world ruler who exdlisiself over Christ during the
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Tribulation. The Greek perfect tenskave appeared[Greek yeyovaoiv, gegonasin]
acknowledges that indeed theaetichrists were present and that they were having a
deleterious affect on the true church. Becauseetiav@are so mangntichristsin John’s
day, false teachers who were denying the deity lofis€ as well as the fact that the
Gnostics of his day were denying the humanity ofiggh John concludes with this
evidence;from this we know that it is the last houmplying from the use of the verb
know that everyon&newabout the presence of these false teachers ardhthage they
were inflicting. The presence of thesatichristsin John’s day and ours points to the truth
that time is short! The rapture will be sodktichristsare coming. While Jesus told His
disciples that the time of His return was unknowhaithew 24:36), yet He taught them to
be ready(24:44),be on the aleri(25:13). Jesus also taught that before His retiiene
would be apostasy andany false prophets will aris4:11-12) John’s warning is up to
date in view of the apostasy in Christendom today.
Verse 19 John continues to reveal how to spot a phony tating that within
Christendom, within churches, there are those wawncto be true Christians but aren’t
and never were. There are people within the chwisb call themselves Christians; are
baptized, take communion together but John writesi@t really of us—the pronourusis
used 5 times in this verse perhaps to emphasizgrdsd fellowship that was enjoyed by
these early Christians. Some Bible scholars beltba¢ John's use ofis refers to the
apostolic witnesses as used in 1 John 1:5 & 4:6hdf's the case, then the phrass
really of uswould mean that these counterfeit false teachatsgone out from among the
apostles; not that they were apostles to begin fiththat they were claiming that what
they taught was the same as what the apostles twaching (read also Acts 15:1 & 2
Corinthians 11:5). However, | believe that Johrussng us to refer to the church, the
believers for it is used in 1 John 1.7, 8, 9, & k0John’s day that included false teachers
such as the Gnostics. The phrésey went outmplies thatthey voluntarily withdrew but
this wasn't just a matter of ‘leaving a church.’Niestead, like Judas, who voluntarily left
Christ's disciples, these are those who deny titasrof the Word of God and separate
themselves from God'’s grace and His churcls—Not everyone who is part of a church is
a believer. These represent heretics, false tescheunterfeit Christians. Doctrine and
what a church or organization believes are so imapbr(check out Grace Community
Church’s statement of faith.) One student of theléwisely said; many believers ought to
be unbelievers more often! Later on in his episttee Apostle John will admonish
believers;do not believe every spirit, but test the spiritsée whether they are from God
(4:1). Paul also exhorts believers to check evargthl Thessalonians 5:21). John
Newton, the author of many hymns including “Amazfagace,” also wrote: “What think
ye of Christ? Is the test to try both your statd gour scheme. You cannot be right in the
rest unless you think rightly of Him.” That nextrpke,for if they had been of us, they
would have remained with ugroves that they never were believers. God’s gagpvas to
prove that; notice the phrassy that it would be shown..God used their departure to
reveal the true nature of these departing courterge—heretics. In Dr. Warren Wiersbe'’s
little commentary, he notes: “If you will investigathe history of the false cults and
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antichristian religious systems in today’s worlayuywill find that in most cases their
founders started ounh a local church!They were “with us” but not “of us,” so they went
out “from us” and started their own group.” [WieesbWarren W.,_Be Real; A New
Testament Study, 1 JohBavid C. Cook, p.88]. One more comment on thiseeas the
connective word$or if adds significance to their departure. The constmof the Greek
conditional sentence that begins withassumes a condition contrary to reality. Thaifis,
they had been of ubut they weren’tthey would have remained with, umit they didn't.
Their departure proved that they were unbelievdkn now switches to assuring words of
encouragement.

#2 PHONIES YOU AREN'T! YOU'RE TRUE CHRISTIANS 2:20 -21

Verse 20 In contrast to those people who left—those wiemt out from usind whowere
not really of usnow John writes about the true Christians whokaeping the faith—you
aren’t a phony Christian! John’s strong words enspeathis stark contrast between those
who aren’t Christians and those who are. John teschis readers and us as well with
these encouraging wordsit you have an anointing from the Holy One, ana gib know.
John reveals that believers have two resouid@sn anointing from the Holy OnePhe
noun,anointing stands in an emphatic position in the Greek coogon. It is based on
the Greek verbypiww, chrio, which means “t@noint” John usesanointing xpioua,
chrisma, not to speak of the actasfointing but the result of the action. In the Septuagint
Old Testament, the noun form is used ofdheintingoil (Exodus 29:7 & 30:25) and then
in Daniel 9:26 it is used metaphorically of the Igies. Interestingly, the word occurs only
here and in 1 John 2:27 (twice). The figureamiinting is used of the Holy Spirit in
connection with Jesus’ ministry in Luke 4:18 & Adi8:38. In 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 it is
used to speak of God establishing a believer irfdtie. Although John doesn’t identify
this anointing most Bible scholars believe that this is a refeeeto the indwelling Holy
Spirit that God gives to everyone when they areeda%ome Bible teachers believe that
John is referring to the Word of God as #mmintingso that thisanointingkeeps believers
from falling prey to the doctrine of counterfeit i@tians. The fact that the Bible never
mentions the Word of God in connection @oointing. Notice that John declares to
believers thayou haveGreek isexete, echete,] indicating a continuing possession ef th
Holy Spirit. How long do we have the Holy Spiriterfpture makes it very clear that the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent accomlito John 14:16-He may be with you
forever. John states that thasointingis from theHoly One[Greek isamo Tou aytov, apo
tou agiou] to emphasize the sanctity of @megiving theanointing Perhaps verses 27-28
would reinforce the argument that tiigly Oneis Jesus Christ (definitely read also John
6:69). Doctrinally speaking, true Christians halie Holy Spirit living within as evident
by the plethora of passages that speak about @dtsf the Holy Spirit to us (Luke 4:18;
John 6:69; 14:17, 26; 15:26; 16:13; Acts 4:27; 80Romans 5:5; 8:9, 16; 1 Corinthians
6:19; 12:13; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, et al.). ThertMof God makes it clear that those who
belong to Jesus Christ arelwelt by the Spirit of Ggdhe Holy Spirit. But non-Christians
and phony Christians or pseudo Christians, aranabtelt by the Holy Spirit. In Romans
8:9 Paul states that only Christians have the itldweHoly Spirit. Relating all this on the
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indwelling Holy Spirit to our passage, consideru¥gromise of the Holy Spirit when He
was about to leave this earth in John 14:26 & 1&@7One of the greatest ministries of
God’s Holy Spirit to us is His role of teaching aifldminating the Word of God, which
seems to be the reason why John makes the statdouegou have an anointing from the
Holy One.That fact is reinforced by John’s statement insgeR7 thatHis anointing
teaches you about all thingghe use oteacheamplies that this is a Person. The presence
of the Holy Spirit within each of us as believersmakles us to perceive the truth and to
distinguish it from error. Some Christians haver@ater perception than others, no doubt
because of sin in one’s life, or satanic blindnessinfluence of false teachers, or who
knows what! So, when John writes that you haveramnéing from the Holy One, and you
all know....he’s stating that it's possible for trbelievers to recognize a lie, a doctrinal
error in teaching when it comes along because we kize indwelling Holy Spirit who
will not only teach us all thinggJohn 14:26)guide you into all trutJohn 16:13) andiill
disclose to ugJohn 16:13) what we need kaow (2) A 2" resource John cites in this
verse isknowedge of the truth enabling us to differentiatethirérom error. The Greek
verb oidate, oidate, suggests that John is referring to infaiewedge rather than
knowedge learned from study of the Word of God.

Verse 21 God givenknowedge from the Holy Spirit is given to us to afféow we live
and so John writes to affirm their true faitbth. These three facts encourage 9'You
know the truthThe Apostle John gives assurance yet he isn’lyimgp that believers have
anything resembling perfect knowledge; but becausdiave the indwelling Holy Spirit;
you have an anointing from the Holy Qne have the ability to discern truth from error.
John is writing, not to give them ndwuth, but to affirm their adherence tioe truth (2) a

lie andthe truth cannot be interchange() the lie andthe liar (v.22) are cut from the
same cloth as the sourceli®s is Satan. Because of the presence of naantichristsin
John’s day and ours, it's imperative that weow the identifying marks of these
antichrists In John’s day as in ours, there is much doctmmedr in churches.

#3  PHONIES ARE DENIERS, 2:22-23

Verse 22 The liaris marked as aenier, specificallydenyingthat Jesus is the Christ,
God’s Son and the Savior (read John 11:25-27).cbmstruction of this Greek sentence,
TIg €0TLV 0 YPevaTvg, tis estin o feustes, requires the identityha liar. In addition, there

Is an article with the nourthe liar, further heightening the need to identify anydyiag
about the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hisopeasd work are inseparable. Anyone
characterized by thidenial cannot escape being brandedadsr. If he/she is nothe liar,
then no one is! Try calling some so-called “Chass” or cultists, Mormons, Jehovah'’s
Witnesses, Unity and Unitarians, el@rs!? Too many people and leaders in liberal
Protestant and Catholic churchaéeny the deity of Christ. The Gnostics of John’s day
(who believed that all material things were sirdad therefore Jesus could not have been
God’s Son); Cerinthus and his followers (believkdttlesus was not fully God but that
God only came on Him at His baptism and departesch fidim before His crucifixion); and
Docetics (believed that Jesus was not truly a nmehtherefore not the Savior)—all were
deniers that Jesus is the Chrstll false teachers and therefol@rs. Jesus Christ is
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deity; the eternabon of the living GagdHe’s prophet, Priest and King and He’s coming
back soon. He’s the living Word of God who cameéhia flesh. In the remainder of verse
22, John adds that dies are summed up in the one who is the princéian§, Satan.
Anyone whodenies the Father and the Sas the very embodiment of the spirit thie
Antichrist that one who will usurp God’s throne in Jerusatliming the coming 7 year
Tribulation. Any pseudo-Christian, or so-called Gtian who possesses this diabolical
mark, denyingthe deity of Christ is th@ntichrist Try calling thatdenier, that minister at
such and such church, amtichristand see what happens! But phoniesliars of God’s
truth. One additional comment on this verse ag#segnatiorthe Sonoccurs here for the
first time in John’s epistle.

Verse 23 In the previous verse, John mentioneddbaial that Jesus is the Chriahd in
this versewhoever denies the So®ther passages that conn€ttrist andthe Sonare 1
John 2:1, 5; John 20:31 & Matthew 16:16. Tdenial of the Somlso means that such a
person has no personal relationship with the hdgv&ather—no child to parent
relationship with Him. John intensifies his idem#tion of suchdeniersand writes that
over against théenialsof non-Christians is theonfessiorof the believer. In the Greek
Bible, the one who confesses dpuoioywy, literally, “the one confessing,” indicates that
this confessionis an activity of an individual and not a groupnth Here’'s what one
person said about this: “Both denying Christ andfessing Christ deal with giving
personal testimony to one’s faith in Him; they dat determine salvation. Thus denying
Christ cannot result in the loss of eternal sabrathor can confessing Him obtain it.”
Confessingthat Jesus Christ is God and Savior involves mibign saying ‘I'm a
Christian.’” In Mark’s account where Jesus was tewcin the synagogue and there was a
man possessed by demons in the audience, Markdseaor unbeliever’'sonfessionvho
confessedthat Jesus is the Son of God and the holy God @é (Mark 1:21-28).
Unbelievers and even demon possessed peopleatdaesstruth. God is not looking for
individuals to merely intellectually believe in desChrist as God. Aonfessionis a
personal witness from one’s heart and daily livésvbat Jesus Christ has done. The
importance of one’s personabnfessionn belief and in life, forms the basis of John’'s
closing appeal in chapter 2, so that we continuenaain in Him and in the faith.

In the closing verses of this chapter, John maketear that unbelievers, phonies, don't
have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

#4  PHONIES DON'T ABIDE, 2:24-28

Verse 24 Note that John begins this verse with the wosads,for you The personal
pronounyou is in an emphatic position in order to call attemtto John's direct and
personal appeal to believers. Six times in theserSes the Apostle John uses the word
abide [Greek ispevw, meno], meaning “to remain, to stay, as John d@ghoelievers to
abide in the true doctrines of Jesus Christ in ordereimain in fellowship with Him.
Abiding is the intimacy of fellowship that believers hawvgh the Savior as we walk in
obedience to Him and His Word. | believe the bddliconcept ofbidingis the same as an
intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ. This is theesaense in which Jesus uses the word
abidein His Upper Room Discourse in John 13:1-17:2@¢e&lly note 14:26-15:10). The
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Apostle John expresses the resulabiding Whatyou heard from the beginningotice
repeated) refers to Jesus’ teaching, that is, tledVdf God.From the beginnindooks
back to the time when John's readers hesirdthe message of the gospel. The Greek verb
[nkouvoaTte, ekousateheard is an aorist tense pointing to when they firdidved and
including what they are stilearing The picture is that of continuity—stdbidingin the
message that they haeard They have rejected and continue to reject thesaggsof the
false teachers. Paul writes about those who doarttaound doctrineany longer and seek
something more sensational, newer and more expati€gread 2 Timothy 3:1, 7; 4.3 &
Acts 17:21). When God’s Wordbidesin us, we can resist false teachings, teachers and
the sensational stuff. Many people, from so manydhes, have fallen prey to the cults,
liberal denominations and even to Islam. John'dleringe to us is t@abidein His Word,
daily. Study it! Memorize it! Know it! Get our ra®tdown deep into His Word. Hiebert
comments on the phrasé,what you heard from the beginningpecifically theif—the
conditional sentence. “In expressing the resuthisf abiding John deliberately restated the
concept of abiding in his conditional statement..eTuse of the third class conditional
sentence, if what you heard from the beginningydeapen the matter of their fulfillment
of the condition; it challenges them to make simee ¢ondition is fulfilled. The effective
indwelling of God’s Word_involves their cooperatiofemphasis mine.) [Hiebert, D.
Edmond, An Introduction to the New Testamektoody Press, p.209]. The result of
abiding in God'’s truth assures believers of a continalaiding in the Son and in the
Father.In the last phrase of the verse, John uses aeftemsewill abide to emphasize the
reality of continuingabiding, fellowship and intimacy with the Lord Jesus Chris
Verse 25introduces a further result abiding in Him and His Word; God romiseof
eternal life(read John 3:14-15; 4:14; 5:24; 6:40 & 1 JoH8h: Oureternal lifeis never
in question for God Himself hggomisedthat He will guarantee our salvation. It's not a
matter of what we do but what He does for us. lehaysolute confidence in the security of
my salvation because of tipgomiseof God. Unbelievers, phonies don’t have atgrnal
security. How secure is a believer’s salvatieternal lif€? The doctrine oéternalsecurity
rests on a proper concept of what God does whesades a persorfl) John 13:1-He
loved them to the end2) John 10:28-30-+give eternal life to them and they will never
perish (3) Jude 24—He will present udamelessan His presence(4) Hebrew 7:25-He
always lives to make intercessidh) 1 Corinthians 12:13-we were all baptized into one
body, (6) Ephesians 4:30yeu were sealed for the day of redemptigf) Romans 8:31-
39—nothing will be able to separate us from the love of Gddhe Word of God
guarantees that nothing...nothing...including oursebasseparate us from Christ.
Verse 26 These things | have written to yeaould refer to what John has written in this
epistle or to the immediate section, verses 18F2&. Apostle John has used a number of
adjectives to describe these phonies, false tesichetichrist; not of us; liar; one who
deniesand herethose who are trying to deceive yoithe present participle [Greekv
mAavovTwyv] identifies these false teachers as a group thetiaracterized by their
continuing efforts tadeceive Inherent in John's words is a “hallelujah” tHagyt had not
succeeded imeceivingJohn's readers. Believers need to be remindedShtn is the
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main deceiverand by his own naturee is a liar and the father of liggead John 8:44).
Satan's purpose is tleceiveChristians (2 Corinthians 11:1-4; 13-15).
Verse 27 Theanointingis the Holy Spirit (cf. v.20) whose ministry ie teachyou all
things and bring to your remembrance all that Iost you(read John 14:26). Some have
used this verse to say that believers should st&nito nor read what human teachers say
and write. But if that were John's intent, then wiiy he write? The Holy Spirteacles us
all things
Verse 28 John closes this section by stating that phomnd&lievers/fake Christians are
not living in anticipation of the coming of the lcdbdesus Christ. Whatonfidenceand
hope and motivation foabiding in Him The real motivation for living for Jesus is
eschatological in character—Jesus is coming bac&pdture true Christians and to take us
to be with Him forever. The real reason for wanttodive for Jesus, tabide in Him to
have intimate fellowship with Christ, is that Jessigjoing toappearsoon in the sky, in
rapture to take us to be with Him. This is thetfirme John useappear(note 3:2); and
this word implies that Jesus Christ will be madsble to all (Colossians 3:4; 1 Peter 5:4
& 1 John 3:2). The book of Revelation has muchag about future events including
Christ's coming. And when He comes, will Wwave confidenc¢Greek ismappnaoiav,
parresian], that boldness of life and lips thaultssfrom a clear conscience before God.
John’s reminding us that we won't be embarrasdethewhen we stand before the God
of the universe (read Mark 8:38). Believers wiliral before the bema seat of Christ, the
judgment seat of Christ, to receive rewards or tdggwards (2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans
14:10 & 1 Corinthians 4:5). God desires that we Ipkeasing to Him and obey Him so that
whenHe appears we may have confidence andedtightened when we see Jesus.
sSong:
It will be worth it all, when we see Jesus.
Life’s trials will seem so small, when we see Chiris
One glimpse of His dear face, all sorrows will eras
So bravely run the race till we see Christ!
This is the only place that the Apostle John usescompound Greek nouttpouoia,
parousia, composed abpa, para meaning “alongside of or close” and a fofrthe verb
ewut, eimi, which literally means “a being alongsidé sémeone. The noun meat@ming
or “arrival.
Note: It is my prayer that these printed notes will @nm@age serious Bible students to do
further study on this passage. If you find any gjpexrrors or have any questions, please
contact me. Thank you. Pastor John A. Eastman



