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Series on First John John A. Eastman
First John 4:1-6 Lesson #11, 03/09/08
“How To Spot the Devil’s Kids” GraceCommunity Bible Church

Introduction How good are we at spotting phonies? Phony pepbleny money, bootleg
DVD’s, phony ID cards, etc? John’s words are desigto help believers in spotting the
devil’s kids. The great plague of the earth thramghhuman history has been that of false
doctrine because Satan and his minions spend gtenaority of their time corrupting the
Word of God and confusing the minds of people ahwlit is true and what is false.
Believers are reminded by Paul in 2 Corinthiansl4 thatSatan disguises himself as an
angel of light. Then we need to be reminded that the very fnsiptation, in the Garden of
Eden, was an effort to corrupt the very Word of Gsdtan attacked God’s Word through
doubt (read Genesis 3:1); then Satan attacked G&@disl through distortion (3:3); and
finally through denial (3:4). In the same way tod8gtan and his minions attempt to use
doubt, distortion and denial to affect what peofink of the Word of God. It's
unfortunate that in our day, too many Christiamslted accept uncritically all teaching that
sounds Christian without even checking it out—wittiesting to see if it lines up with the
Bible. Sometimes Christians think that because wwd Christian is tacked onto
something, it's believable and true. Numerous veopular radio and TV teachers and
preachers as well as so called Christian authdrsofdeach accurately according to the
Bible. The Bible contains the ultimate standardtfoth, for all that is known of God is
contained within its pages. Yet there are many [gegymo just cannot accept the Bible;
others who accept distorted views of it; and theme some who deny it all together. All
three add up to deceit and Satan is busy decepaogle aboutruth which is the focus of
the Apostle John’s words in First John 4:1-6 asJdsicontrastindgruth anderror (4:6b).
These verses form a unit on the confletween those two spiritual realntsjth and
error. Prior to this John had introduced conflidts) In 2:18-28, the conflicbetweertruth
anderror; (2) in 2:29-3:12 the conflidbetween thehildren of God and thechildren of the
devil; & (3) in 3:13-24 the conflicbetweernove andhatred. Transition In First John 3:24,
John had written about God3pirit, the Holy Spirit. The mention of the Holy Spirduses
the Apostle John to pause briefly to sound a wagrrabout false teaching, fakes and
phonies in order to tell us how to spot the dewids! Chapter 4:1-6 is a break in John’s
argument and has no close connection with whabia@! The Holy Spirit is not the only
gpirit that is working in our world today. In these versee will see that the Apostle John
Is stating how important it is to discern and digtiish the Holy Spirit from othespirits;
true from false. John is urging believers t@st, discern, to use judgment to determine
whether a Bible teacher, writer, evangelist or pinea is speaking thieuth or error.

#1 CHARGE TO CHRISTIANS:; TEST 4:1-3

Verse I Verses 1-3 charge believers to put to tdsk the messages that are heard and/or
read. Like a loving pastor, the Apostle John opthis section by addressing his readers
with that very tender and favorite term of Hisloved. John begins by giving believers a
commangdl specifically ‘don’t believe everythindgiut test the spirits to see whether they
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arefrom God. Test is a verb meaning “to examine,” “to approve” av firove;” the Greek
present imperative verb, used only here in Johawwiitings, isSokipaleTe, dokimazete,
from the root vertboxipolw, dokimazo. By John’s choice of verbal tense, Jshsaying
that testing spirits is a standing duty of all Christians (cf. 1 Théssmns 5:21 same
thought). John is stating that every Christ&rouldtest and not just the pastor and/or
church leaders. Alfred Plummer comments that thib test “commonly implies a good, if
not a friendly object; to prove or test in the hdpat what is tried will stand the test.”
[Plummer, Alfred, The Epistles of S. Jgbambridge University Press, p. 141.] There is
another New Testament Greek verb that John couwd baedmeipolw, peirazw, which
also has the general meaningesting, but generally implies a negative expectationhwit
the hope that the objetasted will not pass. This other Greek verb is commoninslated
“to tempt.” Another Greek scholar observes that@neek word that John employs in this
verse is never used of Satan's work [Richard ChenErench, Synonyms of the New
TestamentEerdmans, p. 281.] Believers ought not to beilgall but to distinguish God's
Holy Spirit from falsespirits, that is, thoseypirits that teach/preach contrary to the Word
of God. God’s purpose for ouesting the spirits, is to determine the source from which
thesespirits derive their power for their messagés-see whether they are from God. That
guestion must be asked because deception can happiy and/or quickly. Peter writes
that true prophecy is never of any private intaigdren (2 Peter 1:20-21). Even false
teachers claimed to be empowered by God’s SpirdmF1 Corinthians 12:10, we learn
that discernment is a spiritual gift but the Apostle John is prolyabot referring to this
supernatural ability. The womgiritsis not a reference to the Holy Spirit but Johrirungs
believers not to trust every pastor, preacher dsleBteacher but to check out their
message. Notice that John does not say that weettdalse spirits by their works. John
writes that we can identify whether they are trudatse by their messagésn’t that the
same acidest in the Old Testament? (Read Deuteronomy 13:1-%sdd gave the Jewish
people this criterion by which they were tiest anyone claiming to be a prophet. The
Apostle John is addressing false teaching in his dpecifically, the Gnostics. Gnostic
teachers apparently were trying to conduct anrigineeministry in some of the churches
overseen by John. John’s main concern in his episas the Gnostic denial of the
humanity of Christ. The root of the problem was theeek idea that the spiritual and
material (physical) realms are entirely separatet@ve nothing to do with each other. In
this line of thinking, spirit is good but matterasil. Some false teachers, therefore, argued
that the spiritual Christ could not have actualgctme human. The Gnostics denied
Christ’'s humanity in two ways. Some, called Dodsti€laimed that Jesus had only the
appearance of flesh, without substance or redikg, a phantom. Docetism comes from
the Greek worddokew dokeo, meaning “to seem” or “to appear.” Jesus’ suffgrand
death on the cross, they said, was not real, ferbibdy was not real. Other Gnostics,
following the lead of Cerinthus, believed the dpm Christ entered into a physically
human Jesus at the time of His baptism in the fofra dove and left the human Jesus
before the crucifixion. History reveals that Cenung lived in Ephesus toward the end of
the first century, which was also where the ageast John lived. Irenaeus (AD 130-
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200) tells us that John specifically directed hasgel against Cerinthus (read John 1:14 &
20:19-31). John's epistles also effectively ref@teostic heresy (read 1 John 2:22; 4:2-3,;
5:1; 2 John 7). John expresses his loving conaerbdlievers then and now as all face the
subtle danger of falsgpirits. For example, today, charismatic teachers ancchesa come
and go;false prophets may be brilliant and can quickly capture the dttanof people with
their words, manner and actions. Very often they attractive, dramatic, forceful and
popular and gain a huge following. Believers mustak them out to ascertain whether
they are from God and whether their message squares with the Wor@aaf. John’s
words,do not believe every spirit, addresses a gullibility that's prone to believery spirit
that claims to bdrue and right and biblical. John’s negative with thee€k present
imperative,do not believe, generally means “stop believing.” Is it possitiiat some of
John’s readers were showing a tendency to accem sb these othespirits that were not
from God? Is it possible that some of John’s readers weosvsly a tendency to accept
some of these othapirits without critically checking them out? In the rema@er of verse
1, John expresses the necessityetbthe message of Bible teachenscause many false
prophets have gone out into the world. Notice that John saysmany! Not one or two, but
many false prophets are all around us which heightens the necessitgshg the message.
The Lord Jesus Christ specifically prophesied thate would be an explosion ofany
false prophets, Matthew 7:15-16; 24:11, 24; & Mark 13:21-23; Bfaul's warning words
about false teaching in Acts 20:28-30 and Peter2 Peter 2:1. Peter, Paul, Jesus and the
Apostle John’s warnings are all abdaltse prophets whose message is doctrinally wrong;
a false message (cf. its use also in Luke 6:26). Herelsn3opoint: he’s not stating that
they are merely teachers withfalse messagéut, in addition; that they are speaking
under the inspiration of Satan himsedfitichrist! Wow! Think about that! Consider this
guote: “When you are looking for Satan be sureotk Ifor him in the pulpit.” That quote
comes from one of the greatest pulpiteers and Biéehers of the last century, Dr.
Donald Grey Barnhouse. (By the way, when | was iéddiving in New Jersey, my
parents would drive our whole family into New Yd&ity every Monday night to listen to
Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse at thé™Presbyterian Church.)
Verse 2 In verses 2 & 3, the Apostle John presents ther@a by which believers are to
judge teaching from this pulpit or any pulpit. J@hiest question to determine whether the
Holy Spirit or a falsespirit possesses a person is tiwbat does the person believe about
Jesu® John states that if a pastor, preacher or teactierology about the Lord Jesus
Christ is convoluted—if that person’s Christology wrong, that pastor, preacher or
teacher is straight from the pit of hell! Note Jshohoice of wordsthe spirit of the
Antichrist in verse 3. With the phrasky this you know, John is appealing to his reader’s
mental knowledge which he has already done in Bokh (cf. 2:29 & 4:6). John is stating
the criteria by which a believer is test the spirit. As stated above, in John’s day, the
Gnostics questioned whether Jesus had come irl baéw of flesh and blood because, as
they believed, God could not have anything to ditwnpure material stuff like the flesh.
They had a hard time believing that Jesus waslamaa. Today, there are many churches,
cults, preachers, pastors who deny that Jesuslig @odin the flesh; such as Mormons,
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Jehovah'’s Witnesses, Muslims, Unity, etc. Dr. Toswts (my former roommate at Dallas
Theological Seminary) summarizes ttast well: “What is the biblical version of Jesus
Christ.? Jesus is both God (Jn. 1:1; 5:18; 20:28h.H.:8) and man (Jn. 1:14; 1 Jn. 4:2).
The Living Bible renders 1 John 4:2—“the way todfiout if their message is from the
Holy Spirit is to ask: Dose it really agree thasuke Christ, God’s Son, actually became
man with a human body?” [Townsend, James A., Thstlep of First John & Jud®. 36].
When John writesevery spirit; he’s showing the comprehensiveness of tess as all
spirits are either approved or rejected when ths is applied. John uses the verb
confesses, which in the Greek ispoloyet, homologei, from the root verbuoAoyew,
homologeo, and means “to say the same thing agjbtohg not merely a verbal
acknowledgment but also an open declaration ofitegsage of what a person believes. In
addition, John uses a present tense of the verbhwhdicates that such a person who
confesses that Christ has comein the flesh is continuing to hold to that belief. | believeath
Jesus Christ is God in the flesh; that's also thetrthe of Grace Community Church.
Believers ought to be passionate about this dattinelief—Jesus is God in the flesh.
(Read Romans 10:9-10 and 1 John 2:23 & 4:15). Tinase has come in the flesh uses a
perfect tense Greek verb to assert that when &asne to earth the first time, He took on
a real human body and not a phantom appearancenas as the Docetic Gnostics of
John’s day believed. John’'s use of this perfectsders designed to affirm Jesus’
incarnation as having an abiding reality—He id €hibd in the flesh. If someone rejects
Jesus’ incarnation, that Hhas come in the flesh, then they are rejecting a cardinal doctrine
of Christianity and the Bible. The incarnation ofriSt implies both His deity and His
humanity alike._Statisticdn the past I've shared with you reports fremwvw.barna.org
that researchers have examined the beliefs of gagliaver the country concerning where
they stand on issues. Clergy beliefs, January @24 2from website www.barna.org: ‘In
his recently released book and a subsequent résegport on worldviews, author and
researcher George Barna made waves by citingtatatshowing just 9% of all born again
adults and just 7% of Protestants possess a Hihoddview. That information pricked
people’s curiosity regarding the worldviews of thation’s religious leadergprompting
Barna Research to conduct a national survey onttiped among Protestant pastors. The
numbers are now in - and the outcome may agairksinaay people. Based on interviews
with 601 Senior Pastors nationwide, representingualom cross-section of Protestant
churches, Barna reports that only half of the cgimtProtestant pastors - 51% - have a
biblical worldview. Defining such a worldview as liezing that absolute moral truth
exists, that it is based upon the Bible, and hasigplical view on six core beliefél) the
accuracy of biblical teachind?2) the sinless nature of Jesy8) the literal existence of
Satan;(4) the omnipotence and omniscience of G@&j;salvation by grace alon&) and
the personal responsibility to evangelize, theaeseer produced data showing that there
are significant variations by denominational affiion and other demographics. “The most
important point,” Barna argued, "is that you cagite people what you don’'t have. The
low percentage of Christians who have a biblicatlgkoew is a direct reflection of the
fact that half of our primary religious teachersddeaders do not have one. In some
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denominations, the vast majority of clergy do navdra biblical worldview, and it shows
up clearly in the data related to the theologidalws and moral choices of people who
attend those churchesDenominational Distinctions The survey of pastors included
ministers from more than four-dozen denominatiee;h of which was represented in
proportion to the number of churches it has in th8. That enabled the researchers to
analyze the responses of seven denominational segnmore closely. There is
considerable variation in the worldviews held. A@mple of the gap among churches is
reflected in the outcomes related to the natiows kargest denominations, the Southern
Baptist Convention and the United Methodist Chu(€f. the nation’s 320,000 Protestant
churches, more than 42,000 of them are SouthertidBapd more than 35,000 are United
Methodist; these two denominations alone accoumt riughly one-quarter of all
Protestant churches in the U.S.) The Southern &aphiad the highest percentage of
pastors with a biblical worldview (71%) while theekhodists were lowest among the
seven segments evaluated (27%). Among the otheresdgg examined, 57% of the pastors
of Baptist churches (other than Southern Baptiat) & biblical worldview, as did 51% of
non-denominational Protestant pastors, 44% of pasbd charismatic or Pentecostal
churches, 35% of pastors of black churches, and 28%hose leading mainline
congregationsDemographic Differences The survey brought to light some unexpected
differences based on pastoral background. The musguing of those relates to
theological training. Educationally, the pastomsldikely to have a biblical worldview are
those who are seminary graduates (45%). In contitaste out of five pastors who have
not attended seminary operate with a biblical wodd (59%). The largest gap related to
gender. Whereas 53% of male pastors have a biblicdtview, the same can be said for
just 15% of female pastors. Overall, just 6% ofRaibtestant Senior Pastors are women.
Another huge gap was based on race. White SengiofBavere nearly twice as likely as
black Senior Pastors to have a biblical worldvi&é&® versus 30%, respectively. Age and
experience entered the picture. The youngest gastdhe nation (those under age 40) are
more likely to have a biblical worldview than afeeir older peers (56% versus 50%).
Similarly, pastors who have five years or less egpee in leading churches have a higher
rate of biblical worldview possession (58%) than @tber pastors. Even geography is
related to worldview. Fewer than half of all Senkeastors in the Northeast (43%) and
Midwest (49%) have a biblical worldview, comparedtajorities in the South (57%) and
West (58%). In fact, of the nine geographic divisiaefined by the Census Bureau, the
one with the highest proportion of pastors givinglence of a biblical worldview was the
Pacific division — California, Oregon and Washingtélthough the people in those states
are among the most liberal in the nation, nearlg-tinrds of Protestant pastors there
(64%) have such a moral and spiritual compassaicgph Worldview Is Taught As Well
As Caught Referring to the multi-year research project floained the foundation of his
recent book on the subject of worldview developn{@hink Like Jesus), Barna suggested
that people do not get a biblical worldview simgdy regularly attending church. "A
biblical worldview must be both taught and caughhbat is, it has to be explained and
modeled. Clearly, there are huge segments of th#st@m body that are missing the
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benefit of such a comprehensive and consistentesgmn of biblical truth. The research
also points out that even in churches where théopdss a biblical worldview," he
continued, "most of the congregants do not. Moas thix out of every seven congregants
in the typical church do not share the biblical Mweiew of their pastor even when he or
she has one. This intimates that merely preachmapd gsermons and offering helpful
programs does not enable most believers to dewelo@ctical and scriptural theological
base to shape their life. Our research among pedptehave a biblical worldview shows
that it is a long-term process that requires aofopurposeful activity: teaching, prayer,
conversation, accountability, and so forth. Basadoar correlations of worldview and
moral behavior, we can confidently argue that & 81% of pastors who have a biblical
worldview were to strategically and relentlesslgisistheir congregants in adopting such a
way of interpreting and responding to life, the aapon our churches, families and society
at-large would be enormousResearch Source and MethodologyThe data described
above are from telephone interviews with a nati@@vrandom sample of 601 Senior
Pastors of Protestant churches conducted in Noverabe December 2003. The
maximum margin of sampling error associated witht gample is +4.1 percentage points
at the 95% confidence level. In addition, telephsuereys were conducted with a national
random sample of 2033 adults during September ¢gfirdtovember 2003. The maximum
margin of sampling error associated with that senmpk2.2 percentage points at the 95%
confidence level. All of the interviews were conthe from the Barna Research Group
telephone interviewing facility in Ventura, CA. Altkiin the 48 continental states were
eligible to be interviewed and the distribution oéspondents coincided with the
geographic dispersion of the U.S. adult populatibtultiple callbacks were used to
increase the probability of including a reliablstdbution of adults. “Mainline” churches
are those associated with the American Baptist €tas/U.S.A.; United Church of Christ;
Episcopal Church; United Methodist Church; EvarggliLutheran Church in America;
and Presbyterian Church U.S.A.”’ (The Barna Rese&ugbup, Ltd. is an independent
marketing research company located in southernfd@aia. Since 1984, it has been
studying cultural trends related to values, beliafitudes and behaviors. The website is
www.barna.org) Did you notice #2—only 51% of the protestanttpesbelieve that Jesus
was sinless which means that 49% of the protegiastors believe that Jesus sinned!
Today many religious leaders, pastors and peopibtroonfess that Jesus has comein the
flesh but deny that He is the incarnate sinless Goth@®ible teaches. The only way that
believers can effectivelnow the Spirit of God is to read and search the Scriptures. Only
then can we disceitnuth from error. Discernment—knowing the Spirit of God! There is a
Persian proverb that sounds more like a tonguadmiban sound advice. Maybe you had
to memorize this in high school:

* He who knows not, and knows not that he knowsiaat,fool; shun him.
* He who knows not, and knows that he knows not,alsila; teach him.

* He who knows, and knows not that he knows, is psk@ake him.

* He who knows, and knows that he knows, is wisépfohim!
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All four of these types can be found everywhereeyldon’'t wear badges and introduce
themselves accordingly. We'll never have someonk w@ato us; shake our hand and say;
‘Hi! I'm John! I'm a fool! Likewise in spiritual tuths; how are we going to know who to
shun, teach, awaken or follow? The answer is riggte in verse 2-knowledge or
discernment; that skill and accuracykmowing what the Word of God says. It's the ability
to detect and identify the truth and the true coofess Jesus Christ is more than simply to
identify Christ. The demons do that—check out Mark4 but it does not save them (cf.
also James 2:19the demons also believe and shutter.) Trueconfession involves personal
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, in who He is ancatMHe has done. It is a personal witness
to what He has done for us (and if we've trusteadnHhen we have eternal life.)
Interestingly, the Apostle John uses the combinadidJesus Christ 8 times in his epistles
(1:3; 2:1; 3:23; 4:2 5:6, 20; 2 John 3 & 7). In2:& 5:1, he separates the two names by
writing Jesus is the Christ. Hiebert writes; “kegpthe two names together best represents
John’s insistence that in the historical PersorsddeChrist” is the abiding union of the
human and the divine in the Incarnation.” [Hieb&t, Edmond,_An Introduction to the
New TestamentMoody Press, p. 325].
Verse 3 The opposite is also truevery spirit that does not confess Jesus.... This verse
views the discernment arkshowledge test from a negative perspective. John doesn’t say
thatevery spirit that denieslesus buévery spirit that does not confesses Jesus is thefalse
spirit—this is the criterion of the denialt's one thing to speak with wonderful words
about Jesus; it's another to deny tbesus is from God. Whentesting a speaker’s message,
it's important to observe that heretical teachdtsnomask their false teaching by simply
failing to affirm important biblical doctrines, ducas the Person and work of Christ,
salvation by grace, etc. To deny the true bibldus, God incarnate, is the basistlier
spirit of the Antichrist. While there will be a finaAntichrist, a real person, during the
Tribulation at the end time, thntichrist is not just a man but includes an entire system of
opposition to Jesus Christ and offers a substitageis. John has already spoken about the
Antichrist in 1 John 2:18-23. Anyone who denies that JesG@®din the flesh is fueled by
the gspirit of the Antichrist. Someone has aptly said, ‘the devil doesn’t carallaf you
know Jesus or love Jesus or pray to Jesus—as bitgisaa false Jesus, a make-believe
Jesus, a Jesus who is not there, and who theredaret save.’ Notice that John adgsy
have heard that it is coming—John's writing about the fulfilment of prophedyhen did
John’s readers hear this prophecy? While Johndersamight have remembered the Old
Testament prophecies such as in Daniel 7:8-11 dred places, | believe the Apostle John
Is referring to Jesus’ teachings plus the teachafidlse apostles. Paul also writes about the
coming of the Antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 and Paul’'s epistles weitten years
before the Apostle John wrote his three letters.dNiobt many of the believers of John’s
day had read those epistles or had heard the repdfithe apostles. Interestingly, the
Greek perfect verbal tensexnkoarte, akekoateyou have heard, indicates that this truth
about the prophecy of tispirit of the antichrist, was a regular part of the teaching in the
early church about thisoming. Hiebert adds, “The verb ‘coming’ is frequentlyedsof the
historical coming of Jesus Christ; the coming o tpirit of antichrist, is operating
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through these many antichrists, is likewise a hiséb reality.” [Hiebert, D. Edmond, An
Introduction to the New Testamemtloody Press, p. 325]. Therefore, John's readers
should not have been surprised, nor should we tiiesé would be this satanic operation
then and in our day.

#2 THE CHARACTER OF THE CHRISTIANS, V.4

Verse 4 Again, John employs his favorite affectionatartdor believers]ittle children
[Greek isTexvia, teknia]; cf. 1 John 2:1. John begins by identifythe true character of
Christians here-you are from God whereas in verse 5 John points out the identitthef
false prophets-they are from the world. The contrast between the two differspitrits is
carried over into a contrast between two kinds ehponefrom God the otherfrom the
world. The pronounyou is in the emphatic position in the Greek text tghten the
contrast. Believers have God as their sourged—are from God which also speaks of
ownership. And because we belong to Him we haveniiare within which is the same
truth Peter declares in 2 Peter 1:yeware partakers of the divine nature. And that’s the
same truth that John declared in the previous ehaptl John 3:24 and will repeat also in
4:13. John focuses on this truth that we belongito, because John has just written that
the Antichrist is coming and God doesn’t want His own, us, to be seduceithdyloctrine

of demons, by thepirit of Antichrist. God has given us His Holy Spirit to live withis u
and His Holy Spirit is stronger than Satan. Eveslidver has(1) the Holy Spirit living
within, 1 Corinthians 6:192) the Holy Spirit is a gift, Romans 5:5, 1 Thess&os 4:8;
(3) the absence of the Holy Spirit is proof of beinggaved, Romans 8:964) believers
may lose the filling of the Holy Spirit but nevéretindwelling, John 14:16. Consequently
we have a moral obligation to the Giver and becaisendwells us we belong to Him—
you are from God! A believer will continue to abide in Christ besauGod’s Holy Spirit
keeps us from being seduced by Satan, his demah&iannfluence (read 1 John 2:20;
21—you know the truth; v.27). John MacArthur comments well on verseHrst John 4:4

Is an implied test. If a man is a true teacher otiCGhis life will be transformed by the
Holy Spirit and he will have an affinity for Godtsuth. When faced with some teacher
who claims to be from God, ask these questionss titee Holy Spirit appear to be at work
in his life? Does he love and obey the Word of Gédifse teachers will fail this test
because they aren’t regenerate.” That phrasd, have overcome them is a positive
statement and not a wishful hope; really good ndWam refers to the false teachers who
collectively constitute thepirit of antichrist. But John doesn’t stop there but adds; the
indwelling Spirit is greatethan he who isin the world, that is, Satan, his demons, his false
messengers, etc. These are encouraging wordsitothat we believers have a resource
for victory, the presence of the indwelling God,iethmakes victory possible. That is, if
we resist Satan's temptations to doubt, deny, ghsdeand disobey the Word of God (read
also Matthew 4. 1-11 & 1 Peter 5:%reater is He who is in you than he who is in the
world also encourages believers that there’s no neetedorin our lives. We have many
spiritual enemies and battles, but not one of tieegreater than the Lord Jesus Christ who
lives within! Let me add this thought because by ffhrasegreater isHewho isinyou, |
believe that the Apostle John is stressing notseardy the identity of our divine Enabler,
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but more specifically the superior greatness of .Gadre, Satan is strong but God is
stronger. Our enemy, Satan, is the ruler of thosld (John 12:31) and Jesus came to
destroy his work (1 John 3:8). The verse ends tith mention ofthe world. John had
written abouthe world and its threat to the believer’s Christian lifelidohn 2:15-17The
world is not the global earth or humanity which God B¥&ohn 3:16) but those who rebel
against God and His Word. John is suggesting tiexetare forces of spiritual darkness
that guide and influencthe world (read Ephesians 6:10-18). Dr. Barker adds, “Tie te
world (kosmos) is probably to be understood in tways: as a system of thought
antithetical to Christian belief and as a desariptof those members of the community
who were led astray by the false teachers. Thaesm@mbers of the community were
easily persuaded to forsake the truth of the gospeluld not bewilder the faithful.”
[Barker, Glenn W., The Expositor's Bible Commentddgw Testamenp. 341].

#3 CONTRASTS, vv. 5-6

Verse 5 The true believers of verse 4 are now contrastigldl the false believersfrom
the world. Unbelievers, false teachers and preachers fihdhat they need in Satan's
worldly system andhe world listens to them. They are actually demonic mow@tes!
What they are, is revealed ki) their message-they speak as from the world, (which in
the Greek text is literally ‘because of this outlw world they arespeaking’); the present
tense of the Greek verb portrays them as contintingresent their false message;
confirming Jesus’ words in John 3:31 (also readid@grds in Matthew 12:34). And what
they are is also revealed () their following—the world listens to them. Theworld hears
the false teachers because they say whmatvorld of unbelievers wants to hear. The
teaching by false teachers has an appealotédly people because they are in therld
and friends of thevorld and share the viewpoint of thrld (read James 4:4). But never
forget, believers have a tremendous privilege ke the gospel to those the world who
are being deceived by false teachers.

Verse @ If verse 5 presents demonic mouthpieces, thisevpresents godly mouthpieces,
believersWe probably refers to the apostles and the apostgkevitnesses (cf. 1:1-4) and
also John's faithful readendo know God. True believers know that we belong to God and
listen to God’s true messengers, in John’s day as wetbday. Then John states this
striking contrasthe who is not from God does not listen to us. Jesus taughtl) thatHis
sheep hear His voice (read John 10:4-18§2) thateveryone who is of the truth hears My
voice (John 18:37b)(3) and thathe who is of God hears the words of God (John 8:47).
Perhaps this might partially explain why fewer peogre drawn to a church like Grace
Community Church where the message is all abouBible and a verse by verse study of
Scripture. In John’s final phrase in this sectioythis we know the spirit of truth and the
spirit of error, the apostle is making it clear theitor has a spiritual dynamic to it. Some
really intelligent people can be influenced by thaganicspirit of error, which is opposed
to the work of God’s Holy Spirit. Jesusti® Truth (John 14:6; read also Galatians 2:5, 14;
Ephesians 1:13; 4:21; 1 Timothy 2:4 etc.). The t&amit of truth is used to denote the
Holy Spirit in John 14:17; 15:26 & 16:13. The pleggrit of error is only used here in the
New Testament and the construction of the Greekesea makes this a genitive of
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description, to describe the relentless activitieSatan and his minions, the false teachers,
preachers and workers. Someone has summarizegattaigraph by commenting that ‘this
warfare between the Spirit of truth and the smifileception is the climatic aspect of the
conflicts in the Christian life.’

Conclusion One night last week when | couldn’t sleep, | adron the TV and watched a
program on the history channel called, “Ancient My®s” as it focused on the life of the
Old Testament David. According to those who produtieis so called documentary,
David actually never really did what the Bible stathe did; he only wrote a few
psalms/songs; his kingdom was rather poor; Etor! It was one hour oérror and | sat
there wondering how many people watched that progf@ a more decent time) and
bought it hook line and sinker without ever readimg Word of Godthe spirit of truth.

Note: It is my prayer that these printed notes will @nmage serious Bible students to do
further study on this passage. If you find any gjpexrors or have any questions, please
contact me. Thank you. Pastor John A. Eastman



