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Introduction A third attack by Jesus’ enemies involved the sjoe about the greatest
commandment. A religious scribe, a teacher of thesdit Law asked Jesus this question:
"Of all the commandments, which is the most impaPta(Mark 12:28; cf. Luke 10:25-28).
The rabbis counted 613 commands in the Mosaic 3®%,positive and 248 negative. They
acknowledged that not all of them were equally ingrat and debated as to the so-called
‘heavy’ ones versus the ‘light' commands. Theydrte formulate principles that helped to
understand the rest of the Mosaic Law which expgldms scribe’s question trying to get
Jesus to tell him what command He considered maggbitant. “The scribe desired Jesus to
indicate a principle of classification.” [D. Edmomtiebert, Mark, A Portrait of the Servant
Moody Press, p. 303]. Jesus’ response is to tha&:daove the Lord your God with all your
heart... (v30) and then went beyond what this teachethefLaw had asked and added a
second; the scribe had requested one commandmedesus gave him twd@he second is
this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself." There isammmandment greater than thée¢e.31,
NIV). Lovefor a‘neighbor’ in Leviticus 19:18 grows out of love for God in lderonomy
6:4-5 and is basically inseparable. Generally sipgaklews regarded only their fellow Jews
as aneighborbut Jesus taught thatneighboris anyone with whom a person has dealings
(read Luke 10:25-27).ove was often discussed by the scribes of Jesus’ day believed
that love held a central place in the Mosaic Law everioag holds a central place in our
thoughts as well, such as in songs, novels, manestelevision. Who doesn’t want to hear
those all too important word, Ibve you’ over and over again? The Apostle John uses thi
word love repeatedly in First John chapters 2-4. In fact Wordloveis used in 1 John 4:7-
21, in the New American Version, 27 times in diffier forms as he seeks to reveal provable
love love that is perfect, complete and fulfilling. Struclly, 1 John 4:7-5:5 comprises the
3" major division of John’s epistle. In 2:7-11, Jostated thatove is one of the signs of a
believer’s fellowship with God and in 3:13-24 Jotkemonstrated that the conflict between
love and hate indicates a believer’s living faith. '7-21 John presents a comprehensive
treatment of the nature ddve perhaps one of the greatest treatise’dowme in the New
Testament, along with 1 Corinthians 13. Dr. Wiersdreinds us that ‘this is the third of three
expressions in John’s writings that help us undestthe nature of God: “God is spirit”
(John 4:24); “God is light” (1 John 1:5); and “Gaxllove.” None of these is eomplete
revelation of God, of course, and it is wrong tpagate them.” [Wiersbe, Warren W., Be
Real; A New Testament Study, 1 Jotavid C. Cook, p. 138.] Revievn the previous 6
verses (4:1-6), the Apostle John focused on evelig\yer having a mental keenness for right
doctrine as well as a sensitive heart to discelse feeaching. But God really knows human
nature; He really knows us! God is aware that we sometimes harsh and intolerant of
others; sometimes refusing ltove, even though we have right doctrine and great kedge
about the Bible (read what Paul writes in 1 Coientk 8:1). God made us like Himself with
the capacity tdove and the longing to beved Twice in our text John writes that eternal
principle thatGod is love(4:8 & 16). Previously John had taught ablowe 2:10 & 3:11. In
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today’s text, the Apostle John reminds us that wstmever be allowed an excuse for lack
of love for our fellow believers as he emphasii®ge’s source, foundation and influence.
Note also that the reciprocal phrales/e one anotheis used 3 times in this passage; 7, 11, &
12.

#1 LOVE'S SOURCE, 1 John 4:7-12

Verse 7 Notice the opening word John employs to exprassoivn love for his readers,
namely, beloved(cf. the use obelovedalso in 2:7; 3:21 & 4:11). Stott writes that John
practices what he preaches! [Stott, John R. W., Epestles of John Tyndale Bible
Commentaries, Eerdmans, p. 160]. John’s appe&we one anothefs a mutuallove
grounded in God’$ove It resumes the believer’s obligationltwe which John wrote about
in 3:18 & will restate in 4:11. The Apostle Johresisa reciprocal pronounne anotheras
Christian love must flow in both directions. The Greek presentsée of love calls for
believers to be characterized lmye while the reciprocal pronoun insists that it betuail
love—Ilove that flows in both directions. And as we haveestdbtefore in our study of First
John, the Greek word that John employs throughst little epistle isayame, agape, a
unigue New Testament word that describes unsdthghthat seeks the best for others; self-
giving love that gives without demanding or expecting any yapent. It's the God kind of
love. This is not romantitove we are called upon by God to chooséotee others. In 1 John
3:16 we have a defining statement on agape We know love by this, that He laid down
His life for us; and we ought to lay down our livies the brethren.Agapelove is the
believer's choice to sacrifice himself/herself &orother and to give up our rights to benefit
another. Van Gorder quotes from another author wexlains agapdove this way: “it
involves mind and will, and is seen in the delibengsolve to do others good regardless of
our feelings toward them or theirs toward us.” [Maarder, Paul R., In The FamjlfiRadio
Bible Class, p. 135]. This exhortation mve one anotheis grounded in doctrinal truth
which is why John states th&ive is related to the very nature of God. Dr. Hielgert’
comment affirms the source of tHmve as he writes: “The use of the definite articlehwit
‘love’ [n ayomm, e agape] places attention on the kind of lovendehs urging, ‘the love’
that has its source in God. It is not the natuwraélof the world for its own (John 15:19), nor
the love of publicans for fellow-publicans (Matt46), but a self-sacrificing love motivated
by good will and implemented in action, as portchya 1 John 4:9-10.) [Hiebert, D.
Edmond, “An Exposition of First John,” “Bibliothec®acra,” January-March 1990, p. 71].
But, not only is God the source and origin oflalle, God is lovein His very nature, in His
very being. He isove at the deepest level; not part of who He is—wi® He is. By way of
implication, becausdove is from Gogdlove does not come from anywhere els®hn
identifieslove’s starting place as the new birth; our divine bithprecedes our loving. Dr.
Orr's comment is excellent: Godleve “is an activity of the implanted eternal life, ard
therefore a proof that the live is present.” [OR, O., The Letters of Johim A New
Testament Commentgryondervan, p. 617]. Before we believers can esgpleve, we must
have a nature th&dvesand that nature comes at the moment of salvaticenwve ardorn
again;born of God Love like faith, is a product of God’s Holy Spirit. [l writes thatove
flows from God the Greek text uses the prepositan ek, which means “out of” to denote
that this kind oflove flows from Him. He is the source and the originlo¥e and alllove
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derives from Him in such a way that the connectath the source remains unbroken. John
Is asserting this principle that those who lhoen of God and know Goalct lovingly. John
asserts positivelyeveryone who loves is born of God and knows teodentify the true
believer. Iflove finds its source in God, then we, who claim tobleen of Godand claim to
know God ought to bdoving others Love defines our character and is the result of the new
birth. When the Bible uses this particular GreekoMor know[yivokw, ginosko] that John
uses, it means more than an intelleckrawedge or understanding. For example, Genesis
4:1 Et. ali, uses it to describe the intimate unadrhusband and wife. The present tense
Greek verb,know, points to our daily experience &howng God more intimately. John
earlier had written about this matterksfowng and perceiving truth (read 1 John 2:3-5). Let
me add one more comment that the phrageryone who loves is born of Gdoes not mean
that everyloving deed can come only from a believer. The unsavieh alisplay acts dbve
Verse 8 Here the Apostle then makes a powerful deducfitee; one who does not love does
not know God, for God is lovéle begins with the other side of the coin, theatieg. The
loveless Christian who claims to have bdmrn of Godandknow Godis actually denying
their spiritual parentagé.ovehas its source in God and when there is failureve there’s
indication that that person is not connected tosthierce oflove or else the connection has
perhaps come unplugged! The absendew#in a believer’s life is proof positive that he/she
does notkknow God. My home was built in 1988 and we’re in thegass of replacing the
electrical receptacles because sometimes when wg sgmething into a wall socket, it
immediately falls out! It becomes unplugged! It longer connected to the source. John is
saying that dovdess Christian is not connected to the One whdéssource of allove
Loving behavior is as much a sign of the new birth asgisteousness (read 1 John 2:29).
Sometimes what a believ&nowsin his/her head has unfortunately never gottea the
heart! John makes a great theological affirmatibat God is love it's part of His nature.
John had made two other statements concerningattueenof God; thaGod is light(1 John
1:5) and that God is spirit (John 4:24) teaching thfferent aspects of God’s nature. In the
first chapter of the Bible we reddt there be light and there was lig{benesis 1:3). But |
want us to notice that in our passage, God dossiy'there ‘let there beve and there was
love’ Nowhere in the Bible! WhyR2ovecan only be communicated; it cannot be created. To
say thatGod is lovedoes not mean thabVveis God;’ the two nouns are not interchangeable.
Greek grammar makes that impossible since the iteféreek article occurs with God |
Bcog, 0 theos]. Someone has wisely written thave does not define God but God defines
love’ And the supreme sacrifice @dve was shown at the cross of Calvary; that the sinles
Son of God, God in the flesh, would choose to dreus, for the sins of the world (John 16:9;
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 & 1 John 1:29). As my DTSselaate writes, “If in His character God
Is a ‘God of love’ Il Cor. 13:11), then we wouldpect one of His cardinal characteristics to
be ‘the love of God’ (Il Cor. 13:14). We can sayo@is love’ (1 Jn. 4:8), but we cannot
reverse the phrase as if it were an equivalentiftation and say ‘love is God.” The ocean
Is blue, but not all blue is ocean. As a color, by characterize the ocean in its entirety,
but more things are blue than just the ocean. Keelove characterizes God through out His
being, but believers may also have love—and theynat the same as God.” [Townsend,
James A., The Epistles of John & JuBavid C. Cook, p. 48].
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Verse 9 We can understand the wordby, this as ‘in our case.” John writes about God'’s
provablelove which He demonstrated at Calvary (read also Job#-18; 3:16 & Titus 3:3-
8). The love of God was manifesten the GreekddapepwOn, ephanerothe], a favorite term
of John’s, which means “to come out in the operbganade public” (cf. 1 John 1:2). It's the
opposite of hidden! When Jesus Christ came to e@tll’'s message dbve reached its
zenith. John is here revealing whate is and what it mean&oveis not only defined by the
sacrifice of Jesus; it is also defined by the gavi our heavenly Father as it was a sacrifice
for Him to sendthe Second Person of the trinity. This is Godteraptivelove shown in the
incarnation; Jesus’ birth in the manger. John stai® ways that God'dove is proven:(1)
the first way that God proved His love wasssnding His only begotten Sorhis was not
God’s response to olove for God, because He took the initiative in ouivaabn as Paul
expresses in Romans 5:8. The language in whicAplostle John wrote, Greek, has what is
called a perfect tense which he uses hd&e®d-has sent His only begotten Sdhis tense
points to the continuing impact of the¢ndingas we continue to enjoy the benefits of this
sending underscoring the fact that the result€zafd sending His Soare permanent. God’s
offer and promise of salvation will not be withdmwamazing grace! Why did the God of
the universe willinglysend His only Soto die for us?a) God suffered the death of His Son
because we were alone, separated from Him, and afeed to remove our alonenegs)
God’s heart is rich withove and compassion which is why He went to incomprsida
lengths to restore the fellowship that was inteiedoy sin;(c) Christ willingly took a robe
of flesh;(d) suffered the pain of humiliation and rejecti¢®) died a criminal’s deatl{f) and
in becoming sin for us, experienced the aching wdideparation from His Fathgg) not
only to remove the penalty for our sin but alsadstore the relationship and remove our
aloneness. ResponsAre we moved with awe and gratefulness for suclowing and
compassionate God? We often sing the praise sdimg;alive and well Your Spirit lives
within me, because You died and rose again. Amalaoug; how can it be? That You my
King should die for me! Amazing love, | know it'sIE; it's my joy to honor You, in all | do;
| honor You.” There’'s much more about John’s usthis unique phraseyis only begotten
Son In the Greek Bible, the order of words is difi@ré¢han the English; it is literally, ‘that
His Son, the only begotten, God has sent into tbhddw This places the objecHis only
begotten Sorin the emphatic position. Also, this is the onbkage in John’s epistle where
Jesus is calle@od’s only begotten Saithough this title is used in John 1:14, 18 &63:18.
Luke uses it often of an only child, Luke 7:12; B:& 9:38 and the writer to the Hebrews
uses it in 11:17 of Isaac’s unique relationshighwAbraham. This special term means Jesus
has a Sonship that is unigaely, and begottenmeans that Jesus and the Father are of the
same substance, the same essential being. Dr. Wievstes; “It means ‘unique, the only
one of its kind.” The fact that GagentHis Son into the world is one evidence of theydeft
Jesus Christ. Babies are m@ntinto the world from some other place; they laoen into the
world. As the perfect man, Jesus was born intombed, but as the eternal Son, He veasit
into the world. [Wiersbe, Warren W., Be Real; A N@wastament Study, 1 JohDavid C.
Cook, p. 142]. One more thought on verse 9; thedagseso that we might live through
Him—that's eternal life today and for all eternity. elbreek aorist subjunctive vennjght
live, indicates the gift dlife as the intended result of Christ's coming to ea@bd’s purpose
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in sending His only begotten Swmas to give udife. It is something of a paradox that Christ
had to die in order for us tove—Jesus died for us (read Galatians 2:20). All belis were
once spiritually dead, as Paul writes in Ephesizds6. Jesus diede might live through
Him (v.9); for Him (2 Corinthians 5:15); &vith Him (1 Thessalonians 5:9-10).
Verse 10reminds us again that God took the initiativdaning. The Greek literally states,
‘that He Himself loved us.’ Bennett adds, hse “was original and spontaneous, the source
of all other love.” [Bennett, W. H., The Generali§les, James, Peter, John and Juyxde
312]. Did you catch John’s negative—we didlgtze Him first! Mankind all around the
world isn’t in love with Jesus! Fallen human beings just don’'t naly@écide tolove God.
Instead, God took the initiative Inoving us and revealing Hi®ve Again, the Apostle John
Is affirming the source dbve—God! The Greek aorist tense of the vkrbed looks back to
Christ’s first coming. Here John reveals {2¢ secondway that God proved Hieve for us
was by atoning foour sins God proved Hidove for us by being th@ropitiation for our
sins,the 2% time in John’s first epistle that he used thisreread 1 John 2:2. Hiebert writes,
“Since no verb is used, the expression may be reddéHis Son to be the propitiation’ or
‘His Son as a propitiation.” John insisted that 8@&n ‘Himself’ is the propitiation for our
sins.’ (2:2). He was not sent merely to be ‘thepgrator for our sins,’ like the high priest
under the Mosaic Law, but Himself became ‘the prapon for our sins’ by shedding His
own blood for the remission of sins.” [Hiebert, Bdmond, “An Exposition of First John,”
“Bibliotheca Sacra,” January-March 1990, p. 7Btopitiation comes from a Latin word
meaning ‘that which renders one favorably dispdsadrd another;’ ‘to appease or satisfy a
god.’ Propitiation is something God does to make it possible foousetforgiven and have a
righteous standing before God. We’'re sinners comgehto hell! But Jesus, Paul writes in 2
Corinthians 5:21 became sin for us. God the FatetHis Son on a mission. He didn’t send
an angel buHis only begotten Saiow be our Savior; to deal withur sins No! Not to merely
deal with our sin, but He sent His Sondie for our sinsrevealing God’s gredbve for us.
Again! “Amazing love; how can it be? That You myngi would die for me!” He pardoned
me; forgave me; cleansed me; restored me to a majgtionship with Him. “Amazing love;
how can it be?” Here’s a quote from James MontggrBeice that expresses so well all that
God has done for us: “If God had merely sent Jésusach us about Himself, that would
have been wonderful enough. It would have beemtae than we deserved. If God had sent
Jesus simply to be our example, that would have lgeed too and would have had some
value....But the wonderful thing is that God did stap with these but rather sent His son,
not merely to teach or to be our example, but éotde death of a felon, that He might save
us from sin.”
Verse 11 For the & and final time, John addressed his readersetsved the endearing
termlittle childrenis employed in the very last verse of this epjdit@1. Again, God chose
us (John 15:16). Having set forth in writing theéura of redeemingpve, John concludes this
section with an obligation for us; for once we haperienced God’'s amazing grace so
undeserved because ofir sing how could we ever go back to a life loivdessness and
selfishness. In the Greek text this is a first £lesnditional Greek sentendéGod so loved
us...and He does; He really does! And becat®ed so loved ysthen...we have an
obligation. A mandatdo love one anothérThe verb we ought[Greek isodeidopuev,
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opheilomen] denotes not external compulsion but itieer constraint of conscious
obligation. The present tense marks this as a mang obligation, whilewe alsostresses
that believers must sense this constraint becéweyehtave been brought into a relationship of
love. God'’s childrerought tobe displaying their Fatherl®ve’ [Hiebert, D. Edmond, “An
Exposition of First John,” “Bibliotheca Sacra,” diany-March 1990, pp. 76-77.] Van Gorder
adds these practical thoughts; “Yet His love omstitroughus to our fellowmen. Malachi
Taylor said, ‘God’s love is a large treasure howsdraw from. Every brother ought to feel
safe with another brother because he is of Godykmpthat this large love will be exercised
through him.” [Van Gorder, Paul R., In The FamiRadio Bible Class, p. 139]. What about
those who don’loveus? Am | tdove him/her? Out of obligation and appreciation fdrtladt
the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us, | atovethat person who isn’t deserving of noye
no matter what he/she has done. Iflaxe only attractive people and only people whwe
us, we haven't learned! The experiencéoafng unlovely people reminds us of who we once
were and are. If we've been to the cross and semlisGmmeasurable and unmeritiede
that He displayed there for me, we must not bessglbvdess, and insensitive to others.
Verse 12 John's announcement in the first phrase,one has seen God at any tjn{ihis
same expression occurs in John 1:18 but with aerdifit Greek verb) is somewhat
unexpected yet seems to be an essential part afslalgument against the false teachers,
especially the Gnostics who placed emphasis om #tecalled ‘mystical experiences’ or
‘visions.” Anyone then or today claiming to haseen Godhe Father is speaking from their
own imagination (read 1 Timothy 1:17 & John 4:Z2&rhaps John states these wondsone
has seen God at any timeecause, while we cannsée Godphysically, John wants us to
know that there is a way that believers can hakeoaledge of Him (cf. vw.7, 8, & 16). The
verb that translateRas seen Gaqdis Tebcarat, tetheatai, (do you see our English word
theater?) in the Greek and emphasizes in the pdeese used here, an intimate gazing on
the very face of God by the one who has intimalleviship with Him. What Moses saw on
Mount Sinai in Exodus 33:22-23 and also the Propéesah in his temple vision of Isaiah
6:1-7 were revelations through which God made Himasible to their eyes (technically
referred to as theophanies). Only a real nut wolddn tohave seen Godut as John adds,
by loving others, believers show to the world that God liwveas.His loveand the invisible
God become visible to others wher love one anothgi3 time this reciprocal phrase is
used in John). We were made fove and we have no higher calling thanlove one
another Wow! We make God visible! The invisible God be@mvisible in outove This
aim enables the unsaved to see our calling! Evemibanest, hate filled and hardest-hearted
person can be changed when believers show thisdfifaye. lllustration A Chinese pastor
related the story how Christianity had finally takkold in his area of China. Numerous
western missionaries had spent many years in higotg with little success in getting
converts. However, when one of the Chinese villageas diagnosed with a very severe skin
cancer that required a skin transplant, things begachange. The only person willing to
donate the needed skin was the white missionaryhaisperson’s entire family, friends and
other neighbors saw that very visible large “whpatch of skin on that Oriental person; God
was made visible, trumpeting tihave of God resulting in many converts to Christ. That's
what the Apostle John means when he writés;love is perfected in ukoving one another
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Is evidence thaGod abides in ysor He ‘dwells’ in us. | like what Dr. Wiersbe hdene in
his commentary as he traces Godtsding or ‘dwelling’ places in the Bible. Here is just a
summary: ‘In the beginning, God had fellowship witlan in a personal way (Gen. 3:8), but
sin broke that fellowship....One of the key wordste Book of Genesis iwalked God
walked with men, and men walked with God. Enochn(Ge22), Noah (6:9), and Abraham
walked with God (17:1; 24:40). By the time of theeets in Exodus, a change had taken
place: God did not simplywalk with men, Helived, or dwelt, with them. God’s
commandment to Israel was, “And let them make Mmmrctuary; that | may dwell among
them” Ex. 25:8). The first of those sanctuaries WesTabernacle. When Moses dedicated it,
the glory of God came down and moved into the (40t33-35)....Unfortunately, the nation
sinned and God’s glory departed (1 Sam. 4:21).@Bod used Samuel and David to restore
the nation; and Solomon built God a magnificentglem.and God'’s glory returned (1 Kings
8:1-11). Again, Israel sinned and God'’s glory dé&gh(Ezek. 8:4; 9:3; 11:22, 23). But God’s
glory/presence returned in the person of JesustC@iohn 1:14). Today, God dwellbides
in believer’'s bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19). [Wiersk¢arren W., Be Real; A New Testament
Study, 1 JohnDavid C. Cook, Pp.146-147]. Also, God is madebieswhen we show the
love of God which is what the Apostle John means when heewjtis love is perfected in
us or is carried out to completion or fully develdpélhe Greek word iseTeAeiwpevn,
teteleiomene, which John used earlier in 2:5 teenabout the believer's obedience to God's
commands. This is not teaching that believer's eahisinless perfection by showifaye
Hiebert's comments makes it clear that we don’oibeeperfectin the sense of sinless: “The
words rendered ‘His love is perfected in us’ do dehote an internal perfecting of God’s
love through the elimination of inadequacidgey mean that God’s love has been brought to
its intended goal in believers’ lives trough cotes$ practice of loving one another.”
[Hiebert, D. Edmond, “An Exposition of First JohrBibliotheca Sacra,” January-March
1990, Pp.78-79].
#2 LOVE'S FOUNDATION, 1 John 4:13-15
This section is like a doctrinal confession; it @ns words that a believer would verbalize
about Jesus. John's emphasis is not on some ewmdtigh or feeling but on the words that a
Christian makes about Christ. In verses 13-15 thesfle John presents three foundatiohs
this love in action; about God living in ugl) Giving the Holy Spirit (v.13)(2) testifying
(v.14) & (3) confessing/.15).
Verse 13 By beginning with the wordBy this John connects the thought of this verse with
the previous. Here's proof positivexe know This is the 2 time John mention&od
abiding (vv. 12, 13 & will again mention in vv.15 & 16)gle reciprocal as well as in vv. 15
& 16. John states that oabiding is not one sidedywe abide in Him and He in uSome
Christians only hope that they are saved but HereApostle John writes that a believer can
say with utmost confidence khowthat I'm saved and will go to heaven. And the assce
that we are saved and will go to heaven is foundedhat God hagivenevery believer(1)
He has given us of His SpiriThis is the Holy Spirit who lives within every @s$tian
confirming our relationship with the invisible Gdaead Romans 8:16). Three observations:
(a) The presence of His Spirit is how labidesin us;(b) It is the testimony of the Holy
Spirit within us that makes it possible kaow that we abide in Hin{c) It is only by the
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work of the Holy Spirit that we come both to bekewm Jesus Christ aridve others. God'’s
Holy Spirit is the source of odove just as He is the source of our obedience (reddhh
3:23-24).

Verse 14 John uses the same waekenas in verse 12, but here refers to those discgotels
followers of Christ who were eyewitnesses to His &nd ministry (John spoke about being
eyewitnesses in 1:3). This verse is the gospel mutahell; the very essence of the gospel
truth. John affirms that the message about Jestst@nd Hidoveis grounded in their own
personaltestimoniesbecause they had actuabgenand been with Jesus. They saw Him
accomplish His purpose in comintgy be the SaviorAnd what they saw produced within
them a conviction, a burning zeal to tell the stofylesus’ and His love. (Song: “l Love to
Tell the Story.”) The story athe Savioris the story that the wholgorld needs to hear; our
friends and neighbors; Muslims, Jews, atheists—shate reason for our f8Annual
Mission’s Conference last weekend. And we tootestify, that is, give a witness to the truth
that Jesus has saved us. Believers ought not getfthat Jesus waentto savethe world
(read John 3:16—théve of God forthe world. The Greek perfect tensareotaikeyv,
apestalken, places the emphasis more on the pugmaseesult of His beingentthan on
simply the historical event2) The 2 foundational principle John statestéstifyingwhich
gives further confirmation of Godlseve which is grounded in theestimonyof the apostles.
One more note specifically on the phraise Savior of the worlda phrase that occurs only
here and in John 4:42.

Verse 15 The (3) 3¢ foundational principle that John statescemfessingfrom the heart
doctrinal truth. It isn't a matter of deciding be@nlove or doctrinal truth; believers must
have both.Confessingthe doctrinal truth thaflesus is the Son of Gad not the only
condition for abiding in Him but is one evidence. That wombnfessmeans to be in
agreement with God about who Jesus is; God in lg&hf Mormons don’t believe the
doctrinal truth that Jesus is God in the flesh, dorMuslims, nor atheists and many other
false teachings. | hope you are more sure thana@wayur personatonfessiorand that God
living within desires that you live a life dbve toward othersConfessing that Jesus is the
Son of Gods just one evidence th@&od is abiding irus. This commentator writes this about
the scope of the GreeK?Zlass conditional sentencavhoever confesses ‘literally, “he
who if he confesses” is restricted only by the wdlial’s willingness to make the indicated
confession The aorist verlzonfesseslenotes a specific and apparently pulslmfession
born of an inner persuasion...denoting a personapdance of the reality beirgpnfessed
[Hiebert, D. Edmond, “An Exposition of First JohriBibliotheca Sacra,” January-March
1990, p.81]. “Martin Luther said, ‘if you had knak at the door of my heart anytime before
my conversion and had asked: ‘Who dwells here?dlilek have answered that no one dwells
here but Martin Luther! And if | had opened the dand you had come in, you would have
seen a raw-headed monk with a shaven crown antd ahud, with two tables of stone under
his pillow and a knotted scourge hanging besidéad But if you were to knock at the door
of my heart tonight, | would answer that Martin het no longer lives here: Jesus
Christ...lives here.” [Quoted by Townsend, JamesTAg Epistles of John & JudBavid C.
Cook, p. 53]

#3 LOVE'S FRUITS, 1 John 4:16-21
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Verse 16 In this final section, John writes about our @se to God and Hisveand it is
true that people respondttee love of Godlifferently. John reminds us that it is one thing
know (intimateknowledgg andbelieve the love which God has forlug it's another to learn
to love others and tabiddremain (intimate fellowship) in thdbve ourselves. The dual
themes of loving antdelievingare intertwined in this section. What would itéato make
you stopbelievingthat God lovesyou? In Romans 8:35-39 Paul asserts that notbaudd
stop him. John writes that God (Ihved usand (2)God is love Notice that John again
repeats that phras&od is love(1 John 4.8 & 16); the only restatement in the New
Testament declaring the essence of God’'s naturall&mwrites, “The stages of John's
thought at this point have now emerged clearlythiH@cknowledging Jesus as God’s Son, v
15; and trusting in the love which God has forw&6a) leads to mutual indwelling between
God and the believer. Such a personal relationghigonsequently expressed in and
perpetuated by ‘living in love’ (v 16b). The belexs love, for God and for other people (or
for God in other people, cf. v 12), is to be actwel sustained.” [Smalley, Stephen S., 1, 2, 3
John Word Biblical Commentary, p. 256]. When we hawgs tintimate relationship of
abiding in God and God abiding ias, we will be immersed in Godleve and as a result
God’s lovewill permeate every place we go and with everyame meet. | like how Dr.
Wiersbe illustrates this intensity and intimacylofe “A man standing in the greeting card
section of a store was having trouble picking oeted. The clerk asked if she could help,
and he said:” “Well, it's our 40wedding anniversary, but | can't find a card thays what |
want to say. You know, 40 years ago it wouldn'tédeen any problem picking out a card,
because back then | thought | knew what love was.vig&2 love each other so much more
today; | just can’t find a card that says it!” [Wsbe, Warren W., Be Real; A New Testament
Study, 1 JohnDavid C. Cook, p. 151].
Verse 17 John concludes that it is this kind of mutlele relationship with Christ that will
give us confidence and hope when we stand beforkabthe judgment seat of Christ, the
Bema Seat. We don't have to fear that day if weskewnlove to one anothebut look out
if we've been selfish, bitter, hate filled, harahdahard-hearted toward others. John doesn’t
use the Greek word that can also be transla¢efctedyet emphasizes maturity but uses the
Greek wordreAsiwTat, teleiotai, with the idea thitveis rendered completeleve becomes
what God intends for it to be. It also will prepars for thatlay of judgmentit is atthe day
of judgmentwhen the works of believers will be evaluated drdaCorinthians 3:12-15; 2
Corinthians 5:10 & Romans 14:10-12). UnbelieverB mot be there; only believers. When
God’s lovereachegerfectionwith us we will have ndrear, indicating that our relationship
to God is correct and we’ll come before the Judgallahe universe not with terror but full
assurance of having this intimate relationship v@tirist. Note that in 4:12 John writes that
God’s lovereachegerfectionin us indicating a correct relationship with otherstbat we
don’t act selfishly or with hate. Also, the comgama phrasepecause as He is, so also are
we, marks a likeness in our character with God evengh we remain ithe world.Perhaps
the Apostle John was comparing Goldge with ourlove.
Verse 18 John introduces the strong wdgdr. Loveis the antidote téear; love andfear are
mutually exclusive in their nature. The Greek wéodfear is ¢ofog, phobos (phobia) and
basically means fright; that which involves tormantl not the reverenti&ar for God. It is
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fear that is the opposite alonfidenceon the day of judgmenfiohn adds thaterfect love
casts out feabecausdear and punishmengo together. Théovdess Christian feels guilty
and fears standing before God at the Judgment PBedtaps subconsciously if not
consciously. His/her guilty conscienpenisheshim/her. We can illustrate this principle in
the marriage relationship for one that is freefedr is the kind of relationship that has a
mutual trust and total acceptance of the mabee declares open season fear. Fear and
love fight! Either fear wins orlove wins. John demands that we kigar out of our life—
cast out fearwhenever it arises. The Greek nopanishmentoccurs only here and in
Matthew 25:46 in the New Testament with the rootameg of “pruning” which came to
mean the process @unishing The phrasethe one who feargs unusual and pictures a
person who is habitualfigarful and as a resulGod’s love is noperfected
Verse 19 The Apostle John has written about the futureerses 16-18 and now here he
writes about our present experiences. Simply stdded everyday experience of relating to
others mirrors Christ's perfelctve—our love comes from Him. Does it really matter whether
we love other8 Yes, and so in the closing two verses, John addsethe potential excuses
for notloving one anotherSpurgeon wrote: “Every man that ever was savedibi@ome to
God not as a lover of God, but as a sinner, and ltleéeve in God’s love to him as a sinner.”
Spurgeon also wrote: “I have sometimes noticed thaaddressing Sunday school children,
it is not uncommon to tell them that the way toslaged is to love Jesus, which is not true.
The way to be saved for man, woman, or child isrist Jesus for the pardon of sin, and
then, trusting Jesus, love comes as a fruit. Leu®/ino means the root. Faith alone occupies
that place.”

Verse 20 This perfect love that casts out fealsocasts out hatreaf others. God induced
love producedove for one anotherJohn is citing a hypothetical case because nowdree
loves Godn John’s congregation or among believers todayoiag to stand up and tell the
whole world something like this; ‘I hate so and’ddiebert adds, “The Greek places ‘God’
and ‘his brother’ side by side, suggesting that tiwe cannot be the objects of opposite
feelings within. ‘Inward condition is easily measuby outward feelings.” [Hiebert, D.
Edmond, “An Exposition of First John,” “Bibliothe&acra,” January-March 1990, p. 87].
Verse 21 John is setting forth how the world can measheevalidity of our faith for it is
measured by ouove for one anothewnhich is what Jesus taught in John 13:34-35 & Mark
12:30-31. Some commentators believe that John'stitution of the wordbrother for
neighbor indicates that John was thinking of Jeteahing in John 13:34 & 15:12.
Conclusion Note: It is my prayer that these printed notes will@mage serious Bible students
to do further study on this passage. If you fing &pos, errors or have any questions, please
contact me. Since these notes are now availableownwebsite, www.gcc-am.org your
assistance in making corrections is truly apprediathank you. Pastor John A. Eastman




